
Life in Christ... Retrospect and Prospect
text: Col 1.15-20

I saw a funny bumper sticker the other day, it said 
“Duct tape is like the force... 

it has a light side, a dark side, and it holds the universe together.”  
Think of all the stuff that you can hold together with duct tape.  

 I have duct tape holding a favorite Bible of mine together.  
 I have held a car window closed with duct tape for several months.  
 Our vacuum cleaner at home has duct tape holding it together.  
 When I was in scouts in high school, we patched a canoe with duct tape!

But as useful as duct tape is, it can't mend or hold together the more valuable 
things in our lives.  

Duct tape can't hold together a life that is being run ragged by crazy 
schedules.  
You can't use duct tape to prop up legs and backs that are worn out and 
broken by the weight of the world.  

Duct tape might be able to hold things together on the outside, but we are all still 
broken up on the inside.  

It can't repair the damage we have all done to our relationship with God 
and our relationships with each other.  

There are two weights that each person has to hold together for which neither 
duct tape nor our own resources and strengths are of any value in the final 
analysis.  

Those two weights that we all must hold together are 
the past and the future.  

And so this morning we will look at three questions, that our passage addresses:
1) Why must we hold on to the past?
2) Why must we hold on to the future?
3) Who is sufficient to hold them both?  

So why the past?  The past is important because it tells us who we are.  
It tells us where we have been and who the people are that have shaped our 
lives.  
It also tells us what mistakes we have made.  

The past tells us what things cause us pain and what things have been beneficial. 

A person with amnesia, someone who has lost their memory, is considered to 
have a mental disorder.  

A person with no sense of the past is easily deceived.  
This is part of the reason why children are so naïve and easily mislead.  

They barely have any past that they can draw from.  
But a person who refuses to look at the past is in the process of deceiving 
themselves and therefore dangerous to themselves and others.  



The past is a crucial part of who we are now and what we are to do and believe.     

So if the past is so important, why must we also hold on to the future?  
We can't know the future and learn from the future like we can know and 
learn from the past.  
But it's hard to move forward into what lies ahead if we are always facing 
backward and looking where we have already been.  

If memory is part of us that lays its hands on the past, then our imagination is 
what reaches out for the possibilities that lay in front of us.  

And where would we be if we didn't have imagination?  
Albert Einstein said that imagination is more important than 
knowledge.  

Imagining the possibilities of the future is what gives us hope, dreams.  
 It's what gives the ability to envision that our current status can be 

different. 
  The future gives us the drive to change our current state into something 

greater.  
To let go of the future and all its possibilities is to let go of all the brightness 
and industriousness and depth of love  and richer fruit in our relationships 
that might be.  

If letting go of the past is like chopping off a ship's rudder, 
then letting go of the future would be like throwing the engine overboard.  

But neither chopping off the rudder nor chucking the engine overboard is an 
option for any Christian.  

After all faith in the sovereign God over all things calls us both to 
remember and hope.  

Faith lays hold of what has happened by God's hand in history as well 
as believes that we are being changed from glory to glory.
Faith gives us eyes to see God's hand moving in our past as well as the 
hope that his hand will change us to be more like Christ.  

But who is sufficient to hold both of these weights?  

After all, this is the start of the new year, and aren't we all taking a look both 
backward and forward... a look into the year behind us and to the year ahead?

Who can take an honest look at the past and not have the heartache from 
memories of harsh words carelessly fired at someone you love... 

...heartache about broken relationships from years past that were left to 
fester for another year... 
...heartache from the death of someone you loved and cared for... 
...regrets from your lack of service on the job, in the home, in the church?  

Does anyone here have a rosy colored past that they can honestly look back and 
say “job well done”?  I am sure I can't.



But what about the future?  What about 2009 that lays before us?  
Given our past track record, can we hope for anything more... anything better?  

 Can we hope that we'll always bite our tongues when harsh words are on 
the tip of it?  

 Can we hope that we will try to patch things up with all those whom we have 
hurt in the past?  

 Can we believe that we will actually be the parent that our children need us 
to be this year?  

 Can we really believe that we will find love?  
 Is it just pie-in-the-sky to think that maybe the Lord will make us into more 

faithful employees, more faithful children, more faithful church members? 

Given my track record just this past year, I know that in my own strength there is 
no hope for the future... no hope for my dreams or being a better husband, 
father, employee, and church member.  

So if we are required to hold onto both our past and our future, yet no one is 
capable of doing so, is there One who can hold them for us?  

That answer is “Yes and Amen!” in the person of Jesus Christ.  
And our passage here in Colossians shows just who he is and how he is fit to hold 
them both.

The passage divides up nicely into two sections that pivot around a statement 
that seems a bit odd at first glance.  

The first section, verses 15-17, show us how Christ is the divine source of all 
things that have been created and how in him all things hold together.  

In other words, Christ is the Lord of the past and everything in it, 
and because the LORD of the past holds all things together, we can be 
sure that our sins last year weren't outside his control.  

We can know the one who created all things visible and invisible can work 
together for our good the visible sins that our hands commit as well as the 
invisible sins that our heart commits.  

In Christ, our past is secure.  
Our past is firmly held by His mighty creating and sustaining hand.

The second section starts in the middle of verse 18 and declares that Christ is the 
source of all things that have been and will be re-created.  

He is the firstborn from among the dead, the resurrected LORD.  

Or another way of putting it in the context the sermon this morning, 
Christ is the LORD of the future and everything in it.  

And because Christ became our sin on the cross, 
making peace between God and man through shedding his blood, 

and yet the Father raised his Son from the dead to justify him, 
so we can have hope for the future.  



If Christ has been raised from the dead, 
if he is the firstborn from among the dead, 

then our future is secure because our resurrection is secure.  
In Christ alone do we have hope for the future.  

But notice the passage isn't just about our individual resurrection.  Verse 20 tells 
us that through Christ, God was pleased to reconcile all things to himself.  

That means that all the sins we committed last year, 
all the ruts we find ourselves in, 

all the dishonest dealings, 
and arrogant self-righteousness we find when we look backward, 

are being and will be changed.  

We can be raised to a newness of life moreso today than yesterday and moreso 
tomorrow than today because he is the Lord of re-creation. 

The love of the Father, which is shared with us in Christ, 
can give us hope as we place our faith in the One who holds the future and 
can change us more and more this coming year into being more like him.

And so we come to the center of our passage, that, as I said earlier, seems to be a 
bit odd to be here.  

Sandwiched between a passage that declares Christ as the Lord of the past 
and a passage that declares Christ as the Lord of the future is the 
statement, “And he is the head of the body, the church...”  

Now while this declaration of Christ as the head of the church might seem odd 
when placed here, it is infinitely wise that it is placed here.  

Because between the past and the future there is always a place, 
always a context in which the Lord moves. 

The Lord works out our salvation always anchored to a place and time.  
For the saints in the Old Testament, that place was their promised land.  

But since Christ ascended into heaven after the resurrection, that 
place where the Lord works grace into his people is in the church.  

Now this runs counter to our hyper-individualized culture, and especially the 
evangelical church.  

The prevailing approach to growth in one's Christian walk is the just-me-
my-Bible-and-Jesus approach.  

You begin to tell people that God works primarily through his church 
and you'll give most people a good case of the creeping phantasms.
If you'll excuse the choice of words, people have a religious reaction if 
someone has the audacity to suggest that the Lord has chosen his 
church as the main tool He will use to shape people in this life.

But I would encourage you all to begin to think this year about how you can 
begin to meet the Lord of the past and the future in the context of the church.  



 As you look in retrospect to 2008, where have your sins and failures 
hindered your growth and the growth of the relationships within the 
church?

 As you look in prospect to 2009, where can your ideas and energies and 
innovations bolster, encourage, and help us move forward?   

 As you look in retrospect to 2008, do you see the trials you have endured 
and the blessings you have received?

 As you look in prospect to 2009, do you have hope that you will be changed 
and re-made more this coming year into the likeness of Christ than you 
were last year? 

Do you have both some retrospective and prospective ideas lodged in your mind?
Do you have those two things firmly in your mind?  

Now re-read the beginning of verse 18.

This Christ whom you meet each week in the church's worship is the firstborn of 
all creation and He is the one who holds all things together.

This Christ whom you meet in your prayer closet at home, 
when you pray for the church and for her members, 

he is the firstborn from the dead, 
the resurrected Lord who has made peace between a holy God 
and wretched sinners by the shedding of his blood.

Are you trying this morning to hold on to both your past and your future and it's 
tearing you apart?

If that is you this morning, then stop clinging to your past and your future and 
cling to Christ because only He is sufficient to hold them both.  

And He is with us here now, 
holding all things together now 

re-creating us by His Spirit 
through the church.   


