
God is Putting on a New Face
text:  Mark 3.7-19

Have you ever been struck with the beauty of something?  
Have you ever been astounded at how complex things work together?  
Have you been amazed at how profound and weighty something is?  

It's like coming around a bend while driving in your car and seeing a sunset 
that has the skyline on fire.  

You drive for a ways trying to merely hold your car in the road as you 
try to soak in every color and hue on display.  

For those who have a fascination with the complexity of design, 
take the human hand for instance.  

If it gets cut, you put a little bandage on it and it heals all by itself.  
If you work in the yard a lot – raking and mowing and planting – 

it grows callouses to protect itself.  
If you play a lot of video games or the piano or the guitar, the muscles in it 
develop their own memory making it more efficient and more usable.  

And all your moms and dads had to do was to put 18 years of peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches into you to get it like that.  

And God gave you two of them!  

Sometimes we can be wowed by a skilled person at work.  
You watch an artist ply her hands on some blob of clay and soon she has 
formed a thing of beauty and you watched her do it and it seemed so 
effortless, but you have no idea how she did it.  

Sometimes you read a good book or watch a good film and the characters are so 
spread out and facing such diverse conflict that you wonder how the plot is going 
to get everything resolved.  

But you find yourself at the end of the book or the end of the film and all the 
threads have been woven together 

and you feel like you need to do it all over again just to see the beauty 
of the plot played out and come together again.  

Life is filled with beautiful things, complex work, profound insights... around 
every corner, at the end of each arm, and on every page of our lives!

This morning, our goal will be to see how beautiful the hand of God is as He 
works and plies his trade of redeeming and bringing a people to himself.  

We will see how the Holy Spirit weaves together the people and events of 
Jesus' day, 

mirroring events that happened in David's day 1000 years earlier.  

In seeing this pattern, we will see a renewed kingdom where all types of people 
are drawn in, where they are made new, 

and that Jesus is the centerpiece of it all.  



But more relevant to our lives today, we will see that only God in Jesus Christ 
can weave the threads of the history that we are living to call us to him, 

to make us new, and to put us to work in His Kingdom.

If you will remember back with me to the story of King Saul and David, David 
had been loyal to the kingdom and served King Saul faithfully.  

But King Saul began to get jealous of David because the people loved him so 
much, especially after he defeated the giant named Goliath.  

And so Saul eventually tried to kill David, and David had to flee.  

A little later when Saul is hunting David down, David attracts some men who 
gather to him at a place called the cave of Adullam.  

1 Samuel 22 describes the gathering this way, “All those who were in 
distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him, and he became 
their leader.”  

Then, after a period of conflict and Saul's death, David is anointed King over 
Judah and he appoints certain men to be with him and to fulfill certain tasks.

Well, the parallels that are present in Mark's gospel between those events of 
David's struggle for a kingdom and Jesus' struggle for a kingdom are simply too 
frequent and too organized to be merely coincidence.  

In our passage last week, we saw Jesus confronted by the Pharisees, those in 
charge of leading God's people.  

And just like Saul, the Pharisees were botching the job of leading God's 
people.  
And just like David, Jesus was leading the people toward a more faithful 
expression of God's kingdom.  
And the Pharisees, just like Saul, got jealous and began to try to kill Jesus.  

And just like David fled from Saul, Jesus withdrew from the Pharisees 
at the beginning of our passage.  

If David's drawing all manner of men to him while he fled from Saul is 
impressive, 

then how much greater than David does verse 8 of our passage tell us about 
what Jesus was doing, “many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, 
Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon.”  

And finally, if David, being king over Judah appoints certain men to attend to 
kingdom business, 

how much greater is it that Jesus calls out twelve men to be with him and 
attend to kingdom business.          

Brothers and sisters, this is one of those places where we can be amazed at how 
God's hand is writing the most complex and glorious plot ever... 

...how the Master artist is molding and shaping his art in what appears to 
be effortless and mysterious fashion.  

Folks, I can't even bring my work calendar and church calendar together without 



a special visitation of the Holy Spirit, 
yet God can guide and shape history to suit his glory and our good.  

It really is hard to convey astonishment in words, but let me try and tell a story 
about how things set in motion in the past will shape the future.
– dining hall at Queens College Cambridge... great and glorious, built in  ceased 

being used on a regular basis in 1978
– Back in the early 1990's ceiling oak roof supports needed replacing, original 

beams from construction in 1500's
– Board of directors couldn't find oak big enough for the beams
– Finally contracted with a firm to harvest some trees from Brazil and be 

imported.
– Board contacted by firm a couple weeks later, informed that trees necessary 

couldn't be located
– board and college adminstration were stumped
– short time after contract fell through, the head of grounds maintenance asked 

to meet the college President because of a remarkable find... 
– a very detailed gardening plan had been found in the basement ... and it was 

dated at the time of the College's original construction!  A 500 year old 
gardening plan!

– On this plan a grove of oak trees had been marked “dining hall” 
– president ran to his window and looked at where the plans had pointed to and 

there stood two massive oaks.
– The president contacted the board and they quickly had the trees harvested 

before the environmentalists caught wind of their intention 

Brothers and sisters, a 500 year vision for a garden provided for the restoration 
of a historical wonder.  

We are amazed at the beauty and the foresight of men and women who are 
able to set into motion things like this.  

How much moreso can we be driven to awe, wonder, and even worship of a God 
who plans everything!  

This gospel story shows us how God in Christ is moving people and events so that 
the people in Jesus' day... 

...so that also those who were reading Mark's gospel under fierce 
persecution... 
...so that even the Church today are able to see how Jesus is the Greater 
David and the kingdom Jesus is struggling for is one that breaks beyond 
what is held up as the glory days of Israel's past.  

Or to put it another way, 
whatever David had and was working for, 

Jesus has infinitely more and his kingdom surpasses even the 
wildest imagination.  

And we can see that God's plan is detailed and perfect, securing his goals by 
controlling the means to those goals...right down to the amount of creamer you 
put in your coffee this morning.



Now I am going to get to more practical, down-to-earth application of the text, 
but it's important to note something before moving on.  

Our society worships at the altar of the practical and the immediately 
useful.  
And as Christians we should affirm that all of the Bible is ultimately useful, 

but we can't allow an unbelieving world tell us what is useful and what 
isn't.  

We worship a Lord who isn't a pragmatist.  He doesn't only do those things 
which are necessary or practical.  [give examples] 

God is One who controls all things, who is intimately present with us, and 
who speaks into our lives with authority.  

And where he tells us to believe something or to confess something, 
we are to believe it... right down to the bone... whether we can tell 
whether something is practical or not.  

And this is one of those areas.  
The world would tell us that it isn't useful to believe in God's exhaustively 
detailed plan as to how history is going to work itself out for his glory and our 
good.  

But something that Bible is clearly teaching us 
...that stops us in our tracks, 

...that wrenches our eyes and hearts away from the common everyday life, 
and be drawn into personal or corporate worship is highly useful.  

It's highly practical!

And our passage this morning is not different.  
Christ's ministry back then was drawing people from all over the place, 

and Christ's ministry today is still drawing people from all peoples, 
nations, tribes, and languages.  

But back then, who God's people were was beginning to shift.  

Today, we are used to having a church that is multi-national, multi-ethnic, and 
multi-lingual.  

But the Jews represented the face of God back then, and this morning we 
see our passage showing us that God is putting on a new face.  

Like the LORD took the kingship of Saul away from him and gave it to David, so 
God is removing the Pharisees as leaders and establishing Christ as the new King 
from David's line.  

And then Jesus calls out his 12 apostles, who represent the 12 re-newed 
tribes of Israel, 

but an Israel that is painted with all sorts of colors and speaks with all 
sorts of voices and comes from a wide number of tribal histories.

And we see this new King Jesus doing three things to those he calls.  
1. He calls them out “that they might be with him”.
2. He calls them to him to send them out to do kingdom work.
3. He sends them out to carry his authority into the world.

What Jesus did with the apostles back then, he still does today.  



The first thing he does is call us out of our circumstances so that we might be 
with him.  

But when he calls us to be with him, he does not leave us the same.  
We are changed. 

Notice how he gives new names to those in fellowship with him.    
One apostle gets the name “Rock” and another two get the name “Sons of 
Thunder”.  

But he also gives us names like “adopted”... 
...like “beloved son or daughter”... 

...like “Forgiven” or “Free from bondage”.  

And after Christ calls us to himself and changes us and we bear his name, then 
we are sent out, which is simply what the word apostle means.  

But he doesn't send us out empty handed.  
He equips us with a message AND he instills that message with authority... 

...with HIS authority. 
It's like a sheriff's deputy that takes a court summons to someone.  

He is given a message to take to someone and he has nothing to do with the 
authority behind the message.  

The person receiving the court summons is then faced with a fork in 
the road because the person or persons behind the message has the 
authority and the ability to hold the person being summoned 
accountable.  

The summoned person might rebel against that authority, they may even 
successfully run from their court appointment and responsibilities, 

but the message has taken effect. 
The person can submit to this authority, receive the judgment, and possibly live 
a life of freedom; 

or the person can run from that authority and be chained to a life of 
running from authority.

Brothers and sisters, we bear such a message.  
We take that summons to a world who is running from the authority of the 
LORD of the universe.  

But we take the summons of the gospel, 
a summons backed by the authority of Christ the King, 

into a dark and needy world, 
not because we wear the right badge or we do the right things... 

but because our summons caught up with us.  

We all were running from God, seeking to escape his authority over us, but he 
caught us and our judgment has already fallen.  

But it has fallen on Christ who became sin for us.  
We are guilty people who have been declared forgiven and free.  

And so it is with light steps and joy in our hearts that we can carry this message. 



It is with full confidence and boldness considering the authority behind the 
message that we can declare to each other that Jesus is LORD and His kingdom 
is advancing.  

And people may hate the message.  
We can run from that summons.  
The world can even kill the messenger.  

But the authority of that message, 
the beauty and wonder of that good news, 

the saving knowledge of the gospel of the Christ's kingdom cannot die. 

So, brothers and sisters, Christ has called us so that we might be with Him 
through the Word and the Spirit in the Church.  

Christ sends us with his authority to carry His message to people who are simply 
beggars like we are.  

So go out into the world and preach the gospel with your lives, 

and use words if necessary. 


