
God is spelling it out for us
text: John 1.1-5, 14

Do you ever believe something to be true but it doesn't really affect you?  
I'm not talking about hearing of a news report about something that happened 
somewhere across the globe. 

I'm talking about believing something to be true that is essential to living a full life... 
...things like believing that true love is possible... 
...things like believing that God is good and that He will provide for your daily 
needs... 

...like your relationships with family and friends will get better... 

...like God will one day give you the strength to resist that certain 
temptation and live a more holy or pious life.  

And you believe all these things to be true, but they just don't move you.  
When we settle into these kinds of thought patterns, 

we have settled on a vision of life that is true enough...
...  It's just not BIG enough. 

There's nothing wrong with believing that God will take care of us, will give us strength, 
and will make our relationships better.  

But living on the vision of God as our caretaker alone is too small.  
Our passage this morning gives us that big vision.  

It reveals not simple truth, but visionary truth, truth that is big and wild and 
untamed.   

It gives us not a list of theological truths, but gives us a theological vision, 
a vision that will shore up our weak faith and give us the energy and the 
curiosity to go chasing after that truth wherever it might be found.   

[read passage]

This passage, if we read things plainly and in uncomplicated fashion, is a clear picture 
that God became a man and lived a normal human life.  

To the Christian with some years of faith under their belt 
as well as the new Christian just starting out, 

this is a deep and rich passage full of good Christian truth about the Son of God – 
about how he existed from all eternity and how he was born and lived in the 
person of Jesus Christ in order to show to the world who God is and how much he 
loves His people.  

So if this passage is such a clear declaration of who Christ was and is, why have there 
been those who have a problem with God becoming a man?  

And the answer is peer pressure.  



For the Jewish communities, they had fiercely defended the belief in the one true God 
for a couple thousand years, “Hear O Israel, the LORD your God, the LORD is one.”  

So God becoming a man would mean there would be at least two gods and that 
was blasphemy.  

For the Greek and Roman communities, they had no problem with human-like gods, 
but the Christians denied the existence of the Roman gods.  

So this made it easy to accuse the Christian community of being atheistic.  

For the Jews, the Christians believed too many things 
and for the Greeks and Romans, the Christians didn't believe in enough things.  

But John is clearly weaving together elements from both Jewish and Roman religions 
in order to transform peoples vision of who Christ is.  

John clearly appeals to the Jews by referencing Genesis 1 ... “In the beginning..”  
But he also taps into the Greek community's assumptions by using the Greek 
word “logoς ” which is translated “Word”.  

The Word logos in a Greek or Roman person's ears would be as loaded as 
the word “democracy” is in ours.  

And so John keeps talking about this LOGOS and he describes the 
LOGOS as having life and shining light into the world and the 
darkness.  

And this picture seems to be getting more and more grand and wonderful, but then... 
“the darkness did not comprehend it.”

You see God had communicated to the Jews, to the Hebrew community.  
He had not come in person but had given them the law, which was to be a source 
of truth and guidance so that the community could be a source of goodness and 
beauty in the world.  

So how did that work out for the Hebrews?
The OT is testimony to the fact that despite what God intended the law to be, 

the Hebrew people failed.  They didn't keep the law.  
“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”

Now the Greeks and Romans also believed that their gods communicated to them 
through all sorts of stories and legends, 

but the gods were just as petty and prideful and capricious as their human 
counterparts and they fell prey to fate in the same way mere mortals did.  

So the Greeks offered very personal gods who walked and sometimes dwelt 
among men and women.

But in the end, they turned out not to be divine at all but rather just 
magnified humanity who are tossed about just like us.  

“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”       



And ever since John wrote down the good news concerning Jesus Christ, all the options 
we are offered are the same as these two, just with different faces and names and 
mythologies.  

The religions of Islam and Judaism and the Christian heresies like Jehovah's 
Witnesses offer us plenty of laws for living, 

but they do not offer us a God who has lived as we live and loved as we love, 
a God who worked and sweated and laughed and was tempted and 
subject to pain and death as we are.  

They effectively sever us from the life found in God.  
As one commentator puts it, “We are instructed, we are commanded, we are 
ordered around.  But there is no shared experience of life, no love, no 
communion.”  They offer us plenty of rules but no good news. 

They offer us law but no gospel.  

But who is going to run to the tyrant God of Islam or a Judaism with no Messiah?  
When we know that on our best days we are wicked and self-seeking and 
desperately fail to be as holy as the law requires,  

do we run to a God who only bullies us around with his laws and 
commands?  

To whom do we turn when we have failed to keep the law and need the gospel of 
forgiveness and reconciliation... when we need a God who knows what it is to be 

human yet without sin?

The religions of Eastern mysticism, Buddhism, and Hinduism try to convince us that 
we all have divinity in us and we can access this through various rituals or 
reincarnations.  

They offer us a god who works and loves and sweats and hurts and dies just like 
us.  

But after all is said and done, the god offered here is no god at all.  
It's just us.  They effectively cut God off from us.  

They offer us salvation, but then demonstrate that we didn't really need saving in 
the first place.

But who can look me straight in the eyes and tell me they have enough faith in 
themselves to maintain hope in any circumstance?  

When we know that this world dishes out sickness and death and lawlessness and 
injustice and suffering... 

...who can honestly say they will simply lean on the divine spark within 
them?  

When the facade of our independent spirit, 
the myth of our self-sufficiency, 

and the illusion of controlling our circumstances evaporates – 
or even worse –  comes crashing down on top of us, 

is there an all-powerful Lord, a perfectly wise Counselor, and a down-to-earth 
Savior who can give us life and even life in abundance?  



When we are faced with a living death, can anyone offer us the life of resurrection?      

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  
 Now enters the Word that was in the beginning.  
 Now enters the eternal Logos.  
 Now enters Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God.  

And the Word became flesh and dwelt – or more literally “tabernacled”  among us. 
(The old Revised Standard Version translates it “pitched his tent among us.”)

 We didn't understand the law and we are sinful people and can't live up to its 
standard of perfection.  

 Trying to live like we have divinity and godlikeness in ourselves simply doesn't 
show us our need nor does it square with everyday living.  

And so God spells things out for us by sending the Word, the Son of God in human 
form, Jesus Christ.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.        

Brothers and sisters, it is in the coming of Christ that we are shown a God who loves us 
so much that he gives us himself.  

Christ comes as the Incarnation, as God in the flesh.  
And in him we find a holy and perfect God who is also intimately involved 
in what it means to be human.  

He didn't come into the world to simply show us a perfect example of how to be human 
or even how to know God.  

He was being God with us.  
He was sharing a communion of love and sacrifice that is bathed in prayer.  

This theological vision of the Incarnation,  this vision of God in the flesh is both true 
and BIG.  It is both true enough and big enough.

But once God enters the public square in this way, His people can never be the same.  
>>We cannot submit to the vision of a holy and distant God who is uninterested 
in the life of His Church.  
>>We can never be simply devoted to law-keeping and impersonal obedience 

or to a private faith that is always behind the eyes and between the ears.  

A God who becomes flesh and tabernacles with us, an Incarnated God, pushes us all to 
live a public Christian life.  

We are to reflect the Incarnation, to reflect the life of Jesus Christ, 
by taking the communion of love and sacrifice that we share with Him and 
give it away in all our relationships.  

We are to leave our private devotions and live devotionally before and with our 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  



We are to inject the grace of Christ into every act of public law-keeping, 
every act of private devotion, 

every moment of the obedience of faith.  
And we are to do all these things, baptizing them in fervent prayer.

So as we move forward in this Christmas season, as we continue to reflect on the 
coming of Christ 2000 years ago, 

we must keep the wonder of the Incarnation before us.  

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
left the perfect communion of love and self-giving in heaven to come to earth so 
that we might share in that very same communion.  

Christ has shined in the darkness, 
and we, by God's grace, have seen His glory – 

we have seen Him full of grace and truth.  

And in light of this, we become an incarnation of what it means to have faith in Christ.  

Christ shines through the Church as the life and the light for all men.            


