
Family is Family... or is it?
Mark 3.20-35

Well, since it has been a while since we were in Mark I thought I would try to 
review what has happened up to this point.  

But I knew preachers typically have a hard time with our... shall we say...
 economy of words.  

So I have paired my word count down to 45.  How does that sound?  Here we go, 
the first 3.5 chapters of Mark in 45 words:

1. John baptized
2. Spirit realized
3. Jesus tempted
4. Believe and repented
5. fishing pre-empted
6. demon hazed
7. people amazed
8. Healed a few
9. Jesus withdrew

10. Lepers made clean
11. created a scene
12. Paralytic healed
13. Divinity revealed
14. Levi called
15. Pharisees appalled
16. Sabbath made right
17. Pharisees uptight
18. more crowds enthralled
19. New Israel called

 
This is a fairly short way of summing up what has happened so far and conveying 
how quickly this gospel is moving.  

But this gospel story is also propelling us with action into a story of conflict 
and renewal.  

For instance, we have seen two scenes in a synagogue.  
-- The first scene is in chapter one where Jesus cleanses the 
synagogue by casting out an unclean spirit.  
-- The second scene is in chapter three where Jesus cleanses the 
synagogue by casting out the Pharisees.  

The last time I preached on this gospel, Jesus had selected the 12 apostles 
who represented the 12 renewed tribes of Israel under Jesus as the New 
King.  

And this morning, the gospel story shows us how to define Jesus' family.  

Because we all have a deep desire to belong, a longing to be folded into a family, 
we must draw near Jesus as we heed his warnings and receive his 
encouragement.

[read passage]

Well our passage this morning is about family... about who is in and who is out.  
-- The passage begins with Jesus' family concerned about Jesus' sanity.  
-- The passage ends with Jesus sanely telling us exactly who his family is.  

The theme of family is what unifies our passage.  
It is the theme that holds the end of chapter three together. 

And while I am tempted to gloss over verses 22-29, it would be like ignoring 



the elephant in the room if I did.  
For many Christians both new and old, the concept of an unforgivable sin is a 
grenade that sends many of us running for cover.  

So before moving on to the main thrust of the passage let me clear a little 
mental brush and help tie this in with what it means to belong to Jesus' 
family.

First of all, notice that verse 22 tells us these are teachers of the law that are 
accusing Jesus of doing his work by the power of Satan.  

Teachers of the law... these are the learned pastors, the professional 
theologians of the day.  

They are supposed to KNOW the work of God's Spirit when they see it. 

Jesus is saying to them, “I understand if you don't recognize me as the divine 
Son of God.  I can understand  if you can't readily accept me as the Jewish 
Messiah.  

But you ought to know the work of the Spirit well enough so that when you 
see it you at least won't call the Spirit's work the work of Satan.”  

This is the sin that Jesus condemns so sharply.  
The sin that Jesus calls unforgivable is the sin of equating the work of the 
Holy Spirit with the work of Satan.  

Something like it in our day would be like me saying the young people 
saved in college by the work of Campus Crusade for Christ is the work 
of the devil.

And so the question in many people's minds is 
“Have I ever committed the unforgivable sin?”  

And the good response that so often goes along with that is that if you find 
yourself troubled by that idea and asking yourself that question, 

then you most likely are innocent of ever committing it.  

Jesus condemns men who are trained in the Word of God and yet are so 
hardened in their hearts that they consciously and consistently reject the clear 
evidence of the Spirit around them.  

But I would like to finish this brief word about the unforgivable sin is by saying 
that this passage still unsettles me.  

Jesus, in the eyes of my heart, is like a father standing over me sternly 
warning me never to do this particular thing.  

But a stern warning is supposed to make us squirm in our seats.  
It's supposed to unsettle us.  

So I would encourage us all to never lose a sensitivity to this type of warning.  
Keep your heart soft before the Lord and heed his warning.  

Jesus is warning us through this part of our story that the most sure-fire way of 
being excluded from his family is to commit this kind of blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit.  



So while I am not encouraging anyone to live in fear over this issue, 
please don't become desensitized to the warnings of scripture. 

They are put there by a Heavenly Father who loves us and wants to train and 
protect us.

Now while the middle part of our passage is there to serve as a stern warning 
from the head of the family, the beginning and end of our passage teach us 
exactly who is part of the family of Jesus.  

Verses 20 and 21 show us that Jesus' natural family didn't understand him. 
They thought he had lost his marbles.  

Any of you ever face that situation?  
You become a Christian and your family, the people you most naturally 
turn to for support, treat you like you have lost your mind.  

I remember when my older brother got saved when we were in high 
school and his life was turned around so quickly that there were guys 
on the football team who thought he had joined some cult.  

So when we read in our passage that Jesus says, 
“Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother,” 

he is warning us to count the cost of what it means to become his disciple, to 
follow him.  

We are called in passages like these to count all other natural ties in this 
life as secondary to the obedience and loyalty we are to show Jesus as our 
King and Saviour.  

It isn't as if Jesus is asking us to do something he himself wasn't willing to do.  
He knew the cost of obeying the will of His Father.  

He had already left home and family to pursue his earthly ministry.  
Jesus knew the pain and suffering of the cross lay before him.  

But nothing would dissuade him... no disgruntled family, 
no being hunted by the Pharisees, 
not even the threat of death on a Roman cross 

was going to divert his faithfulness to the Father in heaven.  

And so he was calling his disciples to count the cost and follow him.

But he was also encouraging the disciples in the decisions they had already made 
to follow him.  And I mean radical, life-altering decisions!  

 Peter, James, and John had left their prosperous fishing business.  
 Levi had left his tax collector's booth, 
 Simon the Zealot had left his political cause.  
 And all the apostles had left their families and homes to follow Jesus.  

Jesus was encouraging them by saying, 
“You are my family.  
You have counted the cost of following me and have been obedient anyway. 



Your obedience in the face of hardship is evidence that you belong to my family, 
that you are my brothers.”  

Brothers and sisters, do you belong to the family of Jesus?

These words of encouragement are for you today, too.  
All of us have left comfortable and conventional church settings for the 
sake of seeing the gospel reach out and for the sake of the gospel helping us 
grow.  

Some of you have family with whom you could make peace, if you would simply 
get rid of your convictions to be faithful to Jesus and his Word.  

Your presence and faithfulness to Christ through this little church is like a 
constant reminder in their eyes of whatever it is that they might disapprove 
of.  

Be encouraged and know that your faithfulness is evidence of your membership 
in God's family.  

And as one commentator said, “What greater privilege could there be than 
to be identified with Jesus and his family?  We have intimate fellowship 
with him now – but we are also fellow-heirs with Him of the glory of God, 
provided we suffer with him.”  

Romans 8.17 says, “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs 
of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings 
in order that we may also share in his glory.”  

Do you belong to the family of Jesus?

But ultimately, it isn't our faithfulness on which our membership in God's family 
rests.  

After all, Jesus tells us as much when he talks about the the binding of the 
Strong Man.  We were all the possessions of Satan the Strong Man at one 
time.  

But the gospel of Mark has presented Jesus as the champion from the 
beginning... the King who brings victory with him.  

Although Jesus labels Satan as the Strong Man and the world is the Strong 
Man's house, John the Baptist tells us back in chapter one verse seven that 
Jesus was the Stronger One.  

Starting with the battle with Satan in the wilderness and continuing 
through all the exorcisms and healings, 
Jesus, the Stronger One, shows us that He has bound the Strong  
Man and is plundering his house.  

And praise the Lord that we are part of the plunder that this Victorious King has 
taken from clutches of the Strong Man.  

For if Jesus did not conquer us and cast out our demons, we would be lost and 
wretched and cut off from the grace of God and the fellowship of the Spirit.  

Do you belong to the family of Jesus?



It's often hard for us to think of Jesus as waging holy war and conquering people 
and powers.  

But when we see that we, who were once enemies of the Kingdom of God, 
are the ones who are conquered in Jesus' holy war... 

...when we see that our hard hearts have been broken and not our 
backs, then we can move forward.  

For when a man is exorcised of his demons, 
when his heart has its chains stripped away, 

when his natural family ties are given their proper second place seat 
to the new ties of a heavenly family... 

...then he can count the cost of discipleship correctly...

... and he can be encouraged when the Spirit works a 
deeper obedience into his life.

Do you belong to the family of Jesus?

Brothers and sisters, Jesus tells us that his true family contains those who do his 
will.  This should both warn and encourage us all.  

Be warned because obeying the will of Jesus means taking up our cross and 
dying.  

It means that in order to be member of Jesus' family we must lose our 
life.  Have you counted that cost?  

But we should also be encouraged.  
The prices you have paid for faithfulness to the King who conquered your 
heart are bold, clarion signs that He has folded you into his royal family.  

Do you belong to the family of Jesus?  

If you struggle this morning for assurance to this question, 
I want you to be encouraged.  

Jesus is still a conquering King, and he still conquers hearts.  

It is never too late to lay down our weapons and find a place to belong in the 
family of Jesus.       


