
Christ the Light of Hope
text: Isaiah 9.2-7

The title of this morning's sermon speaks of hope.  And what better time of year to 
meditate on Christ as shining the light of hope into our lives than the Christmas season, 

or as the Church has called it – the Advent season.  

The word advent is just a fancy Latin word that means “coming”.  

It is during this season that we celebrate the LORD's first coming, his first advent, 
when he became a man and submitted himself to the trials and pains of the life we each 
face.  

Often when we think and meditate on Christ during Christmas time, we think of 
looking back to the past.  We think of what Christ has done.  

But when the Church speaks of Advent or Christ's coming, the Church has 
often pointed her members to think of three of Christ's comings... 

1. Christ's humble birth in Bethlehem 2000 years ago
2. Christ's continual coming into our lives through the Word and the 

Lord's Supper and... 
3. Christ's glorious second coming on judgment day.  

So our passage this morning shows us that all of Christ's life, 
...from his birth ... ...to his ascension into heaven...  
...to his ministry to us from heaven ever since, is our true source of hope.   

Hope within this life of faith springs from Christ 
who gives us power from the past, 

who gives us perspective for our present, 
and who gives us purpose for our future.

[read passage]            
I want everyone to think about what a mountain range looks like from a distance.  You 
look at the range and the peaks look like they are all lined up in a line.  

When you get to the foot of the mountains, you can't really see what's beyond that 
first peak.  

But once arriving at the peak of that first mountain, you realize the range is 
miles and miles across.  

What you once thought was a fairly two-dimensional line of mountains with 
everything arranged neatly in a row turns out to be a multi-dimensional
mountain range that is miles deep and full of peaks and valleys.  

Well when we look at prophecies of Christ in the OT, it's much the same.  
The prophet is given a vision or a Word from God, and from his perspective, 
everything looks like its happening all at once.  

Isaiah gives us his prophecy and it looks like things like Jesus' birth and his 
reign as King and the worldwide-spread of righteousness all happens at the 
same time.  



From Isaiah's point-of-view the mountains are all lined up and the prophecy is fulfilled 
like walking into a room... once you get there, you are all the way there.  

But the people in Jesus' day began to see that Isaiah's promise of a savior wasn't 
as simple as it appeared to be.  

And today we can see, by God's grace, that prophecies like these are fulfilled in pieces 
and parts, in peaks and troughs, 

in gradual movement from mountain to valley and back up again.  
What appears on the surface to be simple and beautiful 

turns out to be beautiful, yes, but complex and full of movement forward 
and waiting and slow progress and surprises.  

But the last line of the passage this morning gives us the key, not just to simply 
understand how we are supposed to read this passage, but how we are to live today in 
light of this passage.  “The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.”  

Whether we are thinking this morning of the past the present or the future, 
it is  Christ's zeal, the LORD of hosts in the flesh, 

that will accomplish these things.

Now when thinking of how Christ brings us hope by giving us power from the past, the 
traditional focus of Christmas is ready at hand.  

We are reminded that Christ existed from eternity past as the Son of God and he 
humbled himself by taking on human flesh.  Passages like John 1 come to mind 
(read passage)  
So at Christmas we think of when God became man and was born in a manger in 
Bethlehem, 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given...”  
Isaiah 9 reminds us that God gave us his Son.  

And what wonderful history this is to reflect on and remember!  

From our perspective, it seems like a really backwards and almost wimpy way to bring 
salvation to the world.   

Christ had it all and he gave it up for the common sweat and pain of this tortured 
human life...  
...He submitted himself to all the temptations and trials that are common to man. 
...Then he didn't put up a fight as he was put on trial and beaten and mocked and 
hung on a cross to die for crimes and sins he didn't commit.  
...And when he hung there on the cross, he was even forsaken by His heavenly 
Father.  
...And then he died.  

But from God's perspective, who could think of a more masculine and courageous thing 
to do?  

What do we call a person who goes in to a situation with no hope of survival with 
the sole purpose of saving someone?  We call that person a hero!  



The world looks at the cross as a sign of weakness and death.  
But it is the most heroic act, the most masculine task that has ever occurred or 
ever will occur.  

That brothers and sisters is how we glean power from the past.  

Christ is our hope because of what he has already accomplished for us.  
We are just like those people who Isaiah was preaching to in vs. 2 
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the 
land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”  

The zeal of  Christ Almighty has accomplished this.  

But our passage doesn't simply give us hope from the past, 
our passage also gives us a perspective on our present that brings us hope.  

Isaiah preached of this coming King who would increase the influence of God's 
kingdom.  

He would crush the strength of the kingdom's enemies and expand the kingdom's 
boundaries.  
He would establish the old throne of King David and he would rule with justice 
and righteousness.  

And all of these realities of which Isaiah preached, 
are true and fulfilled in Christ... ...at least in part.  

Christ in giving us the Great Commission has expanded the boundaries of the kingdom 
on  earth.  

He said that all authority on heaven and earth was his and we were to go and 
make disciples of all nations.  

The kingdom is not simply bound to some real estate in Palestine and 
reserved for the Jews.  

The kingdom of God and His Christ includes the whole earth and is 
freely offered all nations.  

That is a reality that restores our perspective on our present and give us hope.  

Christ has also crushed our great Enemy Satan (the seed of the woman has crushed the 
head of the serpent) and has broken the back of our sinful nature.  

When Satan was tempting Jesus in the desert, Satan could offer Jesus the nations 
of the world because they all belonged to Satan at that time.  

Christ didn't accept Satan's offer because he knew, as we now know, that 
Christ was, in time, going to take them from Satan at the resurrection and 
his ascension into heaven.  

The present reality is that the world belongs to Christ the King and He is putting 
all the rest of his enemies under our feet.  

That is a reality that restores our perspective on our present and give us hope.  



Christ has also established the old throne of King David and he rules with justice and 
righteousness.  

This is a present reality that many in evangelical Christianity today want to put 
off until some future time when Christ will come back and reign literally in the 
earthly Jerusalem.  

But when we read in Acts 1 about the resurrected Jesus ascending into 
heaven, this isn't merely some dramatic exit.  This is a picture of Christ, 
going into heaven to be seated at the right hand of God the Father and 
ruling and reigning.  

Christ is going to take his seat as the heavenly King of Kings, in whom 
resides all authority in heaven and on earth.  

Christ is ruling and reigning even now.  1 Cor 15.25-26 
says this about Christ's present reign, 

“For Christ must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death.”   

He is seated on the throne as the Ultimate Son of David and He wields perfect 
justice and perfect righteousness.  

That is a reality that restores perspective on our present and give us hope. 

Brothers and sisters, we need to have our perspective on the present restored, 
   ...because we forget...   because our perspective gets choked out by worries and 

stress...    ...because our sinful hearts refuse to tend to believe the evening news 
over a plain reading of our Bibles.  

We need this shot in the arm.  
We need to know that despite all the corruption and back-door deals in 
Washington DC, 

that where we place our hope is in a King who rules and reigns over the 
hearts and motives of men and women... 
...a King who can as easily scoop up the waters of the ocean in his hands as 
He can break the will of sinners like you and me... 
...a King who can bless a nation who seeks to be faithful to His Word 

as well as a King who can wipe out wicked regimes and depose rulers 
who do what is right in their own eyes... 

...a King who cares as much for the poor as he does for the rich because we 
are all made in his image... 
...a King who can be trusted to have the government rest upon his 
shoulders.  

That is the reality in which we can rest our weary hearts and have hope restored.
   
And so as this passage helps us realign our perspective on the present, 

it also reminds us of our purpose for the future.  
But the hope we gain from this passage about our future isn't immediately practical.  

This is more of that “pie-in-the-sky” visionary stuff that Chris Hutchinson 
preached to us about last week.  



Isaiah 9 preaches to us a vision of a world where all the enemies have been defeated... 
...a vision where a warrior's battle gear can be tossed on the garbage heap and 
burned because they aren't needed anymore... 
...a vision where there is no more injustice, 

no more oppression of the poor, 
no more wholesale slaughter of the innocent, 

no more wars, no more pain, no more death.  

Brothers and sisters, this vision given to us by Isaiah 9 gives us hope for the future 
because it fits us for heaven.  

 Our purpose for the future isn't to settle for a small Bible fellowship in Danville.  
 Our purpose for the future for the future isn't to get a seat at the table in 

Washington DC.  
 Our purpose for the future isn't to just pray that we can just have enough wisdom 

to just not wreck our families.  
 Our purpose for the future is not to be fitted for life on Earth.  

Our purpose is to be fitted for life in heaven.  

But every time we pray the Lord's prayer, we are praying for that heavenly kingdom to 
come to earth.   “Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven.”  

You see if we seek to be fitted for life on Earth, we will lose our lives on Earth 
anyway and end up missing heaven.  

But, if we pray to be fitted for heaven, we will attain heaven and be fitted for 
life on earth in the meanwhile.  

If we seek heaven first, then we end up with both heaven and earth.  
Trust me.  I know.  I have read the end of the book.  

Eventually God comes down here and does an extreme earth make-over, and we will be 
part of a new heavens and new earth.

I mean after all, look at who we are praying to, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”.  

And we don't have to just try real hard and make things happen because 
“The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.”  

But he gives us front row seats to the show.  
He has given us sending orders “Go and make disciples of all men” but then 
he promised he would be with us always even unto the end of the age.  

That is the future reality that can bring us hope.  

So what do you think?  
Is this impractical, pie-in-the-sky Christianity?  

 Do Christ's great accomplishments in the past bring you hope?  
 Does his humble birth and death on the cross bring you hope?  

○ If God is willing to step out of heaven and become man... 
if God did not spare his own Son will He not also freely give us all things? 



Does that bring you hope?  
 Does the present reality of Christ's rule and reign over every power and authority 

adjust your perspective and bring you hope?  
 Does knowing that greater is Christ  who is in you than he who is in the world 

bring you hope?  
 Does knowing that Christ is more powerful than the temptations we face and the 

sinful nature that we are all saddled with bring you hope?  
 Does knowing that Christ will come again to judge the living and the dead and 

establish perfect righteousness and perfect justice on the Earth bring you hope?  

Can we all feel that we are part of a people walking in darkness who have seen a great 
light?  

Can we who walk through the land of the shadow of death rejoice that the light of 
Christ has dawned?  

We can say 'yes' to these things and we can have hope because Christ Jesus is the light 
of hope, 

and we know that the zeal of Christ Almighty has accomplished these things, 
the zeal of Christ Almighty is accomplishing these things, 

and 
the zeal of Christ Almighty will accomplish these things.      


