
Jesus and the Fun-Haters
text: Mark 2.13-22

Anyone here ever tried playing a sport or a game with someone who takes things 
way too seriously?  You know the kind of person I'm talking about.  

They are the ones who know all the rules.  
They are the ones who are interested in every little detail, 

and when some part of the game doesn't go according to the rules, 
or if someone steps outside of regulations, 

they can get pretty upset.  
They are the person who yells at their teammate in sports when they miss 
the ball.  
They are the person in Scrabble who won't let you use that commonly used 
word from a foreign language because it's not in the official Scrabble 
dictionary.  

Well the sports expert and the Scrabble lawyer can take the wind out of a good 
time really quickly, not because they are trying to do so, 

but because it violates their sense of justice 
or they feel like you aren't trying hard enough 

or they are overly competitive.  

Well this morning, we see Jesus and his disciples encountering just this sort of 
thing.  But this isn't a simple game.  

These are matters of eternity.  
These are matters dealing with the redemption of the human soul and 
the basics of human fellowship... 

...things like the relationship between justice and grace...

...like the meeting of both truth and love... 

...things like holding onto one's seriousness of purpose 
...without making one's purpose to be serious.  

Jesus enters the world, bringing the kingdom of God with him, and we see him 
display for us the beauty and truth and goodness of that kingdom through simple 
things ...

...like sitting down and eating meals with ordinary people ...
...and speaking ordinary words in extraordinary ways.  

The take home lesson for this morning is simply this, do we have the humility 
and courage it takes to model the kingdom like Jesus did?

...to show humility by stepping outside of the way we normally do things...
 ...to show the courage by having fellowship with the unchurched and those 
who don't fit the image of the church culture?        

In our passage this morning, Jesus is put to the question twice about supposedly 
stepping outside the rules that the Jewish society of that day lived by.

Jesus' commitment to holiness is brought into question by challenging the 
company he keeps and the appropriateness of his celebration.    



You see, the Pharisees were the masters of keeping track of what all the 
appropriate unwritten laws and traditions were and just how to apply them.  

They were the keepers of the rule book.  
They had the laundry list of the do's and the do not's.  
They knew that there were no do-overs in this game because that's not 
in the rule book.  
They knew exactly what team everyone was supposed to play on.  

And they expected everyone to step in line if they wanted to be good Jews, to be 
part of the Pharisees' 'in-crowd'.  

But then this Jesus guy comes along and he starts drawing crowds, and suddenly 
the Pharisees loose a little of their flash... ...a little of their clout... 

...and people aren't so quick to notice them anymore.  
Jesus comes and cleanses unclean people and heals sick people by touching 
them.  
He doesn't depend on others for his authority but speaks with authority of 
his own, and he even casts out demons.  

Then Jesus comes across this Jew called Levi, 
who was working for the IRS in the Roman government, 

and extorting money from his own people.  
And Jesus calls him to be a disciple!  

And now, the Pharisees see Jesus sitting down and eating with some of these 
traitor-tax collectors and “sinners” (which was just another way of talking about 
Jews who said they believed in God but they lived however they wanted to)  

The Pharisees are beginning to get unhinged here.  
● Doesn't Jesus know that the food and drink he is eating might be 

bought with dirty Roman money?  
● Doesn't he know that these Jewish sinners might not have tithed a 

portion of this food and drink?  
● It might actually be, no... I can't bear to say it... food sacrificed to 

idols!  

And this Jesus guy just sits right on down and shares food and drink with these 
unclean sinners.  

Has he no regard - no concern for God's holy law and God's holy character.

Now to us, these Pharisees simply look like a bunch of fun-haters, 
but keep in mind that they were the ones who took a stand for God's 
holiness and His Word when many other Jews were becoming like the 
Greek culture around them.  
The Pharisees thought they were being zealous for God's Word and thought 
they were maintaining the standards of faithfulness that were required.  

But Jesus, of course, knew better than these Pharisees and so his brilliant 
response ripped the lid off their pretenses.  
Jesus showed them the wrong-headedness of their so-called high moral ground.



He said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners."  

Jesus was telling them that their zeal was misdirected.  
He was telling them essentially, 

“If you are so concerned with God's glory and the holiness of well-
being of his people, then you won't keep people at arm's length 
because you might get dirty.”  

Think about this.  Mac is a surgeon, but if Mac was a Pharisee and he had to hold 
to the cleanliness laws laid down in the Old Testament, he wouldn't be able to 
perform surgery because the blood of other people would make him unclean.  

But think of all the people that wouldn't receive the gift of a second chance 
at life if Mac or other surgeons didn't become “unclean” on their behalf.  

Jesus was telling them that their zeal was selfish and misdirected

But Jesus was also exposing the Pharisees' holiness as false holiness because it 
was concerned with personal holiness at the expense of the needs of other 
people.  

Think of Jesus' perfectly blessed and holy estate in heaven before he came 
to earth and took on human flesh 

and then contrast that with the muck and uncleanliness Jesus had to 
deal with and wade through during his 30-some years on Earth.  

To continue with the doctor illustration, Mac scrubs up before going into 
surgery, 

not to keep himself clean and separate himself from this sinner of a patient. 
He scrubs up so that he can get his hands dirty... 

...so that  he can perform an act of mercy to one who desperately 
needs it.  

Jesus was ultimately holy and came into the world to get his hands dirty not 
so that he might save people from some mere physical sickness and 
physical death, but ultimate sickness and eternal death.

Jesus wasn't concerned that eating with unclean people would hurt his personal 
holiness.  

He wasn't afraid to associate with those who needed help.  
As a matter of fact, Jesus knew that by associating with the irreligious 
and the outcasts that His holiness could make them both whole and 
holy.  

And this is exactly the kind of thing we have the opportunity to do week in and 
week out... not that our holiness can make people whole or holy.  

We have no holiness.  We have no sense of wholeness.  
But we have Jesus.  

Jesus through the Holy Spirit is the one who makes us both whole and holy. 



Apart from Him, we are bankrupt, starving, filthy, bastard sinners and tax-
collectors.  

But in Jesus, we are made rich, full, clean, adopted sons and daughters of 
the King of Kings.  And Christ Jesus goes with us wherever we go.  

We rub elbows at work with so-called “tax-collectors and sinners”...
... and through us these people have an opportunity to see Jesus.  

We have neighbors who believe in God but that belief makes no real difference in 
their life, 

... and through us they have the opportunity to see Christ.  

And we can show kindness and hospitality to them all.  
We can have them into our homes, 

and we can show concern for them as people.  

And we can ask them questions about how they are doing, about their family, 
about their recent divorce, about their health concerns, about their fears and 
desires and dreams.  

And all the while Jesus, dwelling in us through the Holy Spirit, can work in 
them.  

We don't have to try to manipulate our conversations with people to 
position them for a gospel presentation.  

The sovereign mysterious working of the Holy Spirit is responsible for arranging 
the meeting of people's needs with Christ.  

But if we are concerned with being unstained by the depravity of a sin-filled 
world, then we will abandon the very ones Jesus was concerned to save. 

Brothers and sisters, this upcoming Bill Mallonee concert that we are 
sponsoring is the perfect opportunity for us to show folks that we aren't afraid to 
rub elbows with the tax-collectors and sinners or today.  

It's simply a way of showing people that we enjoy people... 
...a way of putting people who have been redeemed by Christ together with 
people who may or may not have been redeemed 

...and allowing the Holy Spirit to communicate Christ ...
...in His time and in His way.  

Folks, Jesus wasn't preaching to Levi and his guests at this banquet.  
He was simply eating and talking and celebrating alongside them.  

Christ wasn't afraid to be seen alongside people who weren't thought 
of highly in religious community.  

Jesus wasn't being light on sin.  
His view and practice of holiness and God's law was perfect.  

He was simply unconcerned with being mistaken as one who disregarded God's 
law.  He feared God more than he did man. 

Which brings us to the last attack Jesus levies on the Pharisees.  



In the last five verses of this passage, the Pharisees really begin to look like the 
fun-haters.  

They criticize Jesus and the disciples for eating and drinking 
(also known as celebrating) instead of fasting.  

And Jesus gives the Pharisees and us the best possible response no man would 
ever think of.  

He basically says, “Who in their right mind would fast and be dour when 
there is something to celebrate?”  

Jesus is in this case simply restoring the patterns of celebration and 
fasting that was established by Moses.  

You see, in the Old Testament, there were 80 feast days and only one fast day.  
Evidently, God thinks there is more hope for us being made holy and whole 
through feasting than there is through fasting.  

Sanctification through food and drink, and I am for it!

Brothers and sisters, we have so much to celebrate.  
● We were filthy and Christ has made us clean.  
● We had black hearts and Jesus cut them out and gave us new, clean ones. 
● We were once tax-collectors and sinners... 

...and Christ has given us a new vocation, a new calling.  
● We were once starving but Christ has shown us 

...that He is the Bread of Life and we never need to be hungry again.  
● We were thirsty, and Christ gave us the fountain of living waters.  
● We were once dead, but now we are united to the Lord and Giver of Life.  
● Christ was once dead, but He is risen and lives in us and among us.  

And that's just the short list.                        

And so in light of this passage this morning, we come back to our take home 
message: 

>>Do we have the humility to step outside of the way we normally do things 
and show the courage to have fellowship with the unchurched and those 
who don't fit the image of the church culture?  
>>Do we believe that the Holy Spirit can work where He wants to and when 
He wants to through whomever he wants to?  
>>Do we have the courage to enter the lives of  the people beside whom we 
live and work?  
>>Do we have the courage to show them hospitality, to take concern for 
their needs, to bring them in to our celebrations  however large or small 
they may be?  
>>Do we have the humility to admit that if we always do what we have 
always done, we will always get what we have always got?  
>>Do we have the humility to be identified with those sinners and tax-
collectors who the church community here in Danville would or has cast 
off?  We have so much to celebrate.  

We have the Lord of Glory, Jesus Christ, living through the Holy Spirit in us... 
and He can meet these people the same way he met us... 

...and make us and them holy and whole.              


