
Responding to God's Reign
text: Mark 1.14-20

I have a confession to make.  
I began last week's sermon by talking about the current presidential race only to 
get y'all wondering, 

“OK, Kirk.  You're making me a little nervous here.”  

I was purposely hoping to make it look like I was going to paint myself into a 
political corner.  

I wanted everyone wondering, 
“How is he going to move from McCain and Obama to John the Baptist 
and Jesus without implying who to vote for?”  

The response I was hoping to get was one of expectancy and curiosity.  
Did it work?

On one hand, doing something like my sermon intro last week is simply a 
gimmick... a little bit of emotional arm-twisting to get the right response.  

But we do things every day to try to illicit responses from people.  
Sometimes that's a good thing ...

...and sometimes it reveals a desire to manipulate or control.       
Good authors and screen writers are often very talented at setting their 
audiences up for responding to their story in certain ways.  

They want us to identify with the hero of the story and they want us to feel 
repulsed by the opponent.  

They want us to love William Wallace...
... and hate the King of England.  

They want us to love Robin Hood...
... and hate the Sheriff of Nottingham. 

They want us wondering whether Snow White will ever wake up 
again.  

They want us hoping that the Little Engine That Could will make it up 
the mountain.

Mark, in this gospel which he has written, is no different.  
He has written a story of Jesus Christ that both moves at a fast pace...

... and forces his audience to respond.  

He grabs our attention with prophets and mass baptisms.  
He brings out the prophesied king, 

surrounds him with a light and sound show that comes directly from 
heaven, 

and immediately thrusts him into conflict with the Enemy.  

And that's just in the first thirteen verses.



In our passage this morning there is a continuation of this fast pace but the first 
words of this new King, this Jesus Christ, 

while slowing the pace only a little bit, 
they put the audience on the spot.  

And 2000 years later, Jesus's words are still putting audiences on the spot.  

Today, in the midst of the fast-paced story of life, Jesus meets us, 
declares to us the good news that His Kingdom has come, 

and He bids us, “Come, follow me.”  

Brothers and sisters, the suddenness of Jesus message doesn't give us time to 
say, “Wait a minute.  Let me analyze this for a while.”  

We don't have time to form a study committee or...
... put forward some new legislation or ...

... to take a poll.  

Jesus' words come to us personally.  
They come to us suddenly , and they bring us to a crossroads.  

Mark doesn't portray Jesus here like a smooth-tongued politician or - 
– or some fast-talkin', high-pressure car salesman who is trying to keep us off 

guard and lull us into something.
–

We have watched Jesus be baptized in the Jordan to begin his time as a priest.  
We have heard him declared by the Father from heaven to be his Son and 
therefore the Great King who is spoken of in Psalm 2.  

And now Jesus comes out of the wilderness, and He declares to us as 
the Ultimate Prophet that the Kingdom of God has arrived.  

How will we respond?

This reality placed Mark's audience and us in a place where there could be no 
loyalty of half-measures.  

When the King comes calling and he tells you that His reign has begun, 
even an indifference or indecision is decisive.  
When Christ proclaims the reality of His reign in this place, 

at this time, for this people, life must become different.  

● Notice Christ didn't come and ask permission if He could reign.  
● Christ didn't come and make a tightly woven argument for his case before 

declaring the presence of His Kingdom.  
● Jesus didn't petition the Roman government for the appropriate permits so 

that he could set up a provisional kingdom with limited powers under the 
current statutes of the land.  

Jesus came and declared that God's Kingdom was here and life must change.  

Indifference to the will of King Jesus and to his authority is not an option.  



This isn't some call to muscular Christianity.  
This isn't a “Get right or get left” approach to God's kingdom.  

This is a call for us to lay all our crowns at the foot of Christ's throne.  

It is true that Christ calls us to repent of our sinful lifestyles. 
He wants us to repent, 

or turn away from sinful addictions, 
turn away from a thirst for significance in our jobs, 

turn away from any sinful neglect of our families, 
turn away from bitterness and anger.  

He calls us to repentance, but repentance is always coupled with faith.  

Kingdom life is not just seeing the bad news and turning away from it.  
Kingdom life is also seeing the good news, the gospel of Christ's reign and 
the forgiveness He offers.  

Repentance not only turns away from something, but it also turns toward 
something.

Repentance is not only turning away from a pattern of sin, 
but it is also a trusting, a resting in Christ and His faithfulness to His promises.  

Christ is King, but he is not a harsh one.  
Christ is a good King, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and mercy.

And so the King and his kingdom have come.  
He has announced his reign and that abrupt call to repentance and faith 
places us in the hot seat of asking, “How will I respond?”  

Then Mark gives us a picture of what this call did to those who received it.  
But what about the words He used.  
They seem so quick and to the point... “ Come, follow me... and I will make
you fishers of men”  

Also, his choice of analogies... “I will make you fishers of men”... 
seems very well placed since he was talking to fishermen.  

But a Jew who heard that God was going fishing most likely thought of where 
Jeremiah links God's fishing to coming judgment.  

When Simon, Andrew, John, and James heard this part of the message, it 
added even more to their urgency to follow Jesus.  

Judgment was coming and Jesus wanted these men to follow him and 
be a part of saving men and women from that impending judgment.

Now if you have read any of the other gospels, you probably know as well as the 
first people to hear or read the Mark's gospel that this isn't the first time these 
men had heard Jesus preach.  But Mark is being selective.  

He's not trying to deceive anyone or be misleading.  



Mark is making a point.  He is using a sophisticated literary device called, 
“Wake up and pay attention!”  

What Mark is doing is reinforcing the idea that the pattern to be followed is... 
...Jesus calls – you follow.

And the type of following we see is total commitment.  This is radical obedience.  

These fishermen's response to God's reign and Christ's call is a total re-
alignment of their lives.  

But when the Master calls a disciple nothing less is expected.  

When Elijah arrived on the scene and called Elisha in 1 Kings 19, what was Elisha 
doing?  

Elisha was plowing the fields near his home.  And what did he do?  
Elisha slew the oxen he was using to plow the field and then used his 
farming equipment as fuel for the fire to roast them.  

He took the implements of his vocation, and offered them up as a sacrifice as a 
sign of his new dedication to follow the LORD's prophet.  

The fishermen did the same. 
They also sacrificed the devices of their jobs in order to follow the Greater 
Prophet of the LORD.          

And just like in Mark's fast-paced gospel, Jesus steps into the rapid flowing 
streams of our lives and He issues that same call, 

“Come, follow me... and I will make you fishers of men” 
and we are expected to give no less radical re-alignment.  

This is not to say we are all required to leave our jobs and pursue full-time 
ministry.            The company that issues your paycheck won't necessarily change, 

but who gets your allegiance must.  

We all must learn that service to Christ is to happen wherever our feet fall and 
wherever our hands are working.  

God equips each of us with unique gifts for service in His kingdom.  
God has exercised His guiding hand in our lives and has placed us where we 
are and He calls us to radical commitment... 

...to wholesale re-alignment of our allegiances and our dedication.  
Christ supplies each of us with something that we can, in turn, take and use 
to lay our hands on the world around us and make it different to the glory 
of God.  

Notice that our passage this morning leaves no sphere of life untouched.  
--Following Christ affected the fishermen's jobs... they left their nets and boats. 
--Following Christ affected their families... James and John leave their father.  
--Following Christ affected their standard of living... James and John were part 
of a fishing operation that was well-to-do enough to several hired servants.  



This part of Christ's call... the call for us to realign our lives for service in his 
kingdom is the part where we have to leave off preaching and get to meddling as 
some have said.  

 For us to become fishers of men, our jobs must not take the place of serving 
Christ and His church.  
 Our jobs, in whatever arena they may fall, must always be done well and 

faithfully as done unto God.  
 But when we find ourselves making sacrifices for our jobs at the expense 

of the church, then we have to examine our own faithfulness in this area. 
 For us to become fishers of men, our family and friends must not take the 

place of serving Christ and His church.  
 This is not to say that pursuing friendships and relationships aren't or 

can't be used to serve the church.  
 This is simply an opportunity for us to examine our motives and our date 

books to see how we can re-arrange, add, or cut-out things in order to 
better serve Christ's kingdom.  

 And lastly for us to become fishers of men, is our standard of living 
benefiting or neglecting service to Christ's kingdom?  
 Are we more interested in having things and receiving services than 

dedicating ourselves and our means to serving Christ? 

Whether we are looking at our jobs, our relationships, or our standard of living, 
all things must be at the disposal of Jesus Christ.  

Whether we are considering our co-workers, our family and friends, or our 
neighbors, we must view all these relationships through the lens of eternity. 

When Christ calls us to become fishers of men and the echoes of impending 
judgment are ringing in the air, 

do we feel the urgency that a lifeguard feels over a drowning person?  

Brothers and sisters, the King has come and His good news has been declared.  
We have been told, not only to repent of our indifference or rebellion 
towards the rule and reign of God... 

...but we have also  been told to believe... 

...to have faith and believe that Christ is King... 
...that He is a good King... 
...that He is a good King with eternal promises... 
...that He is a good King with eternal promises of forgiveness 
and fullness of life for us.  

And this good King summons us, and He says, 
“Come, lay all your crowns at my feet and all your worries on my 
shoulders.  Come and I will make you fishers of men.”  

Brothers and sisters, let's respond well to God's reign...
...let's feel the urgency of those who are dying in a dying world.  

Let's take up his call to follow him and be fishers of men.                     


