
Preparing for a New Genesis
text: Mark 1.1-13

“Change...Join the Movement”
“Country First: Reform, Prosperity, Peace; A Cause Greater than Self-Interest”

Both of these are campaign slogans for the current candidates in our 
presidential race.  

One man promises change.  Another man promises reform.  
One man gives us an invitation to join something that is already happening. 
One man implies that he will lead us into a selfless approach to gov't.

What these men have in common is that their view of our nation is one where 
they believe things are not as they should be.  

Something is wrong in our culture, and while neither of them promises a 
silver bullet for all of our problems, they both claim to know how to at least 
get the ship headed in the right direction.  

Both candidates see symptoms of national sickness and both 
candidates think they have the antidote that will get the nation started 
toward a healthy future.  

And so because these men think that the reigns of political power are how to 
effect change, they are both sending an armada of prophets and ambassadors 
out into the wilderness of our nation's cities to prepare the way for their arrival.  

Each of these people who are sent out... who penetrate the countryside 
believe that they bring with them a message of hope, 

and all of these multitudes of prophets, 
regardless of who they stand for, 

believe that they are making a way for a man greater than themselves. 

All these prophets and ambassadors ask is that you cast your vote in their man's 
direction and give a little money between now and then.

But the voter (who is honest with themselves) who listens to the Obama-prophet 
or the McCain-prophet knows deep-down that any candidate who requires so 
little and promises so much is selling them something.  

Both candidates are guilty of what the prophet Jeremiah called “healing the 
wound lightly”.

As Christians, we know the source of the wound.  
We know the seriousness of the infection.  
We can diagnose the disease but the cure is beyond our ability to obtain.  

 We see that the problem isn't rooted in inefficient bureaucracies, 
but in rebellious hearts.  

 The Bible teaches us that the problem isn't the lack of government funding 
for a particular program, 

the problem is that men and women have larceny in their souls.  



 The problem isn't that we don't have a granite model of the 10 
commandments in front of the courthouse steps, 

the problem is that we have hearts of granite that rebel against law.  
 The problem is within every man and woman and the problem touches and 

stains every thought, action, and word that originates from us.  
 The problem isn't a mere political malfunction or a bad social trend.  

It's a sin problem.  

And to solve a sin problem that is universal and inescapable, you have two 
choices.  

1. You can either burn down the house and start all over again ...
-or- 

2. ...you can inject something new, something that will permeate the world 
at an even deeper level than sin in order to create something completely 
renewed.

And the passage this morning depicts in vivid ways that in the coming of Christ 
into the pages of history, 

we have nothing less than a re-creation...
... a new genesis where Christ is the pioneer at the center and his 
victory over sin has begun.

At the beginning of the passage we see the preparation for this new Genesis, this 
new creation.  

God wasn't asking his people to clean up their act before he came into their 
lives any more than he asks us to clean up ours before He comes and makes 
us His own.  

In our passage this morning God was simply preparing the way for the beginning 
of this new creation by sending John the Baptizer to unsettle the people... 

...to draw their attention, 
...remind them of their desperate situation, 

...and stir up their expectations.  
John got their attention because the only ceremonial cleansing in the Old 
Testament where a person had to be washed or baptized by a priest was in the 
case of leprosy.  

So for John to come and tell the people of Judea and Jerusalem to submit 
to a baptism or a cleansing done by him was shocking because he was 
saying that the entire people of God was unclean with spiritual leprosy and 
they must make themselves ready for the Greater One who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit. 

Again, this wasn't some message that says, “You need to clean up this mess 
before I get involved.”  This message was more like getting ready for the main 
event so that life's troubles and busy-ness don't eclipse what will change the 
world. 

And then the Greater One, Jesus Christ, does come.  



And he shocks the crowd by submitting to this baptism, not because he needed to 
be cleansed of sin, 

but because he came to stand in the same place sinners stand... 
...to be a priest who would blaze the only path for sinners to travel.  

And then, if that wasn't enough, we have a public display of the Holy Spirit and 
hear a great voice from heaven declaring Jesus to be none other than God's 
beloved Son.  

Just as the new President of our nation will be inaugurated in January, 
so what we see in verses 9-11 is the inauguration of Christ as Prophet, 
Priest, and King.  

It is here in Christ where we see heaven and earth joined.  

But for us to really see how all this talk of preparing for a new Genesis, of 
looking for Christ's re-creation of the world makes any difference to us today, 

we need to look at our passage as a whole.  

And THE MAIN THING we see in this passage is a reversal of the pattern of 
Adam in Genesis at the fall in the garden of Eden.  

In Genesis, Adam is depicted as the son of God who has the Spirit of God 
breathed into him.  

Adam is then declared to by his Father to be very good.  
He is placed in a garden paradise.  

He tends to the animals, 
and then he is faced with Satan and his temptations.  

Jesus is presented in our passage as the second Adam.  
Jesus is the eternal Son of God who has the Spirit poured out on him.  

Jesus is declared to be the Father's beloved.  
He is then taken out into a wilderness where he is with wild 
animals and is tempted by Satan.

Think of the contrast between what Adam and Christ as the second Adam 
experienced.  

Adam was in a perfect paradise.  
He had the Tree of Life, companionship with Eve, 
and was with tame animals when he faced the serpent in the garden.  

Christ was in a wilderness.  
There was water or provisions.  
There were wild animals, 

and he was all alone when he faced Satan.

If God were going to begin the great reversal, 
if He were going to make all things new, 

if He were going to inject a perfect salvation into a world of sin and 
death, 

He was not going to be able to place his Son in a perfect paradise. 



If Christ was going to become the second Adam in order to undo what had been 
done, 

Christ could not enter the world as the first Adam had found     it, 
he was going to have to begin his work of salvation in the world as 
Adam had left it... 

broken, wretched, full of sin, brimming with unbelief and 
idolatry, under the sentence of death.

He entered that world of the first century in the same way he enters our lives.  
He doesn't ask us to clean house before he comes over.  

He tells us that he will clean house when He gets here.  

Christ came into the world to save sinners, not mildly respectable folks who need 
a little help.  
Christ came to heal the sick, not to give some health supplements to give us a 
little energy.

The house that we inhabit is uninhabitable, and Christ knows that.  
Christ knew that the power of Satan had ruled from Adam's first sin until 
He came.  

So Christ came into the world and the first act of his earthly ministry is to go toe-
to-toe with the Enemy.  

Jesus knew that he had to bind Satan.  
He had to cut off the flow of demonic oppression and the source of all 
rebelliousness in order for this new Genesis... 

...this new kingdom to begin to work itself through all faces and 
places in the world.

This is how this re-creation of the world makes a difference.  This is how a new 
Genesis that began 2000 years is relevant today.  

Because if Christ didn't come and bind the strong man, 
...if he didn't come and defeat Satan... 
...if he didn't come and bring salvation to the world... 

...then we would be doing the same things our ancestors did.  

I'd be sacrificing my children to some false god.  
You'd probably know 5-10 people who were under direct demonic control 
on a regular basis.  
We would all be living in fear of angry spirits living under every rock and 
behind every tree.  

A place untouched by the gospel of Christ is a wicked and wretched place.  If you 
don't believe me, go read some of the accounts of missionaries who have 
penetrated people groups untouched by the name of Christ.    

Unless you have Jewish roots, all our forefathers were demon-worshiping 
barbarians.  

And were it not for the transforming, sobering, grace of God we would be too.  



Think of the two sins that you struggle with the most and then fan the fire of that 
problem up 50 to hundred times what it is now and sprinkle a few extras in there 
just for good measure.  That is where we would be were it not for God's 
grace,were it not for Christ binding Satan.

This is not to heap guilt on anyone because they have taken for granted how far 
our peoples have come and how firmly the gospel has taken root.  

This is to remind us not to believe all the doom-sayers.  
This is to remind us that we are not polishing the brass on a sinking ship.
This is to remind us that the victor of this wilderness battle fought 
between Christ and Satan is Christ!

If you were to go out there and ask many of the folks in the evangelical church 
who the god of this world is, what do you think they would say?

Satan.
But our passage this morning shows us our king going toe-to-toe with the god of 
that age, and if you look in chapter three of Mark, you find Jesus talking about 
having bound the Strong Man.  If you read the other gospel accounts, you'll see 
the same thing and more.

Folks, Jesus didn't come to exchange a few harsh words with Satan and then 
retreat back to heaven.

He came to make Satan retreat so he could bring heaven to earth. 
Jesus didn't come into the world to attempt anything.  

He came to accomplish salvation for the world.  
Jesus didn't come into the world to make a difference.  

He came in order to make the world different.

This is the story that will put a little backbone in us.  
This is the gospel that will turn the shrinking violet into the roaring lion.  

This is the message of victory that can live in our hearts from Monday 
to Sunday and give us an un-tameable vision.  

This un-tameable vision gives divine purpose to everything we do, everything 
from making lesson plans for students, to beautifying our homes, to cutting 
cancer out of patients, to telling stories to children.  

It gives all these things purpose because this new Genesis isn't confined to 
what goes on between our ears and behind our eyes.  

The re-creation of the world is not restricted to Bible reading and a 
few pious thoughts.  
The salvation wrought in us by Christ goes deeper than the 
sickness of sin.

The Great Reversal begun by Christ certainly begins in our 
hearts, but then it eventually works its way out our fingertips.

And we know that our efforts are not in vain because Satan is no longer the ruler 
of this world.  

Satan has been bound and all authority in heaven and on earth is Christ's 
and we are his.  


