
Of King and Gospel
text: Mark 1.1; 14-15

How many people here have seen one of the Star Wars movies in the theaters?
Do you remember the very opening notes of the Star Wars theme when the 
movie first starts?

What was your reaction?

Well the opening verse of Mark's gospel is something like those first few notes of 
the Star Wars theme when your sitting in the theater.  

It was designed to set its audience back on its heels.  
It was supposed to make them grab on tight for whatever comes next.

For those folks like us who are 2000 years removed from the original audience, 
we can easily fail to feel the impact of this short verse.  

But that's not really our fault.  
 It's not our fault that we aren't living under the persecution of a self-

absorbed, egotistical, Roman emperor with a God-complex.  
 It's not our fault that we aren't a group of people who have been without 

their own king to rule them and lead them for ... oh... say 500 years.  
 It's not our fault that language changes over the years as we use words in 

different ways with different meanings.  

But it will be our fault, if we stop trying to look at God's Word with new eyes and 
humility... 

...a humility that keeps God's Word as correcting us and not us correcting 
God's Word.  

 It will be our fault if we refuse to peel off the artificial candy-coating we 
have put on good biblical words like “gospel” and “Christ”.  

 It will be our fault if we allow a substandard, effeminate Christian culture 
to continue to shape how we view Jesus Christ.  

 It will be our fault if we allow the gospel of Jesus Christ to be reduced to 
either a stiff theological system or to a loosey-goosey four spiritual laws.  

This morning we will see that this opening verse from Mark's gospel is a 
declaration that Jesus is King and that is truly good news.

But first, what are we to make of this word “gospel”?  What does it mean?  

We hear people talking about learning the gospel ...
... or presenting the gospel.  

We hear people talk about the heart of the gospel ...
... or a gospel-centered life or gospel preaching or gospel songs.  

Our church's website says that our purpose is to 
“to renew the city of Danville through a movement of the gospel.”  

The website also says that we are 
“committed to the gospel of Jesus Christ and to sharing the gospel in 



word and deed locally and abroad.”

But to those living in Jesus' day and in the years shortly after his resurrection, 
what would those people have understood when they heard the word “gospel”?  

Why did Mark, when he wrote down his story of Jesus, use the word “gospel” 
right from the very start?  

Well in the pagan, Greek-speaking Roman world of that day, the word for 
“gospel” simply meant “good news”.  But “good news” or the Greek word 
euaggelion referred to a celebration of the rule and reign of the Roman emperor 
and was typically referring to the emperor's birthday.  

Listen to the praise and adulation poured out toward the Roman emperor, 
Caesar Augustus, in this inscription dated about 9 B.C.:

“The Providence which has ordered the whole of our life, showing concern and zeal, has 
ordained the most perfect consummation for human life by giving it to Augustus, by 
filling him with virtue for doing the work of a benefactor among men, and by sending in 
him, as it were, a deliverer for us and those who come after us, to make war cease, to 
create order everywhere... ; the birthday of the god [Augustus] was the beginning for the 
world of the glad tidings that have come to men through him.”

The Greek word translated “glad tidings” is the same word we translate “good 
news” or “gospel”.  
But the point is, the good news or gospel of the emperor-god's birthday was a 
public announcement... 
...a herald-from-the-roof-tops announcement of a great victory for all the world. 

That is what the pagan ears of the Greeks would have heard.

But what about the Jewish audience?  
They didn't always hear things the same way the Greeks did.  

Well many of the Jews of that day used a Greek translation of the Old Testament 
which trained their ears in how to hear the word “gospel” or “good news”.  

There are two scripture passages which are important to hearing the word 
“gospel” through Jewish ears.  

Both passages are found in Isaiah and both prophecy about the Jewish 
return from their exile in Babylon.  

The first is Isaiah 40.9-10: [read passage]
The second scripture is also in Isaiah, from 52.7: [read passage]

So when the Jews heard “the gospel” they heard, 
“After hundreds of years of oppression, God is going to be seated on his 
throne in Jerusalem again!  God will rule us once again!”  

And what is more, the Jews would hear the word “Christ”, which means 
“Messiah” or “Anointed Ruler”, and they would understand it more like the 



gospel of Jesus the King.  They would hear God rule and the rule of this Anointed 
King as synonymous. 

So can you imagine what the audience, Greek and Jewish alike, hearing Mark's 
gospel read to them  would have reacted?  Some folks would have been like, 

“Whoa!  Keep your voice down.  Take a deep breath, man.  Don't you know 
them's fightin' words to the Romans?”  

I'm sure when Jesus came preaching near Galilee down in verse 14 and 15 saying, 
“The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!" 

that people broke out in a nervous sweat and looked over their 
shoulder to see if any Roman soldiers were listening.  

Because for both the Jew and the pagan Greek living under the rule of the 
Emperor, an announcement of a new Gospel meant a new king was about to rule 
or had started ruling.  That, ladies and gentlemen, was high treason.  

But that proclamation of a new king, 
especially a King who rose from the dead, 

would also put steel into men's and women's bones when faced 
with persecution and martyrdom.  

 But a new King meant new allegiances.  
 A new King meant the rulers of the old orders of the world could either 

tremble in fear or bow their knees.  
 A new King meant liberation from slavery despite your economic status.  
 A Resurrected King meant submitting to a King who even had power over 

death.  

That is what “Gospel” meant to those who heard Mark tell the story of Christ's 
life.  

The whole book of Mark is a proclamation of victory.  

It is about a new King who has started his conquest and pushes toward ultimate 
victory.

But what about today?  
How do we take this first century gospel into a 21st century world?  

What does 'gospel' mean when our feet hit the pavement tomorrow?  

How can the message that “Jesus is King” be good news for us or for the people 
we meet and work with each day?  

When we hear this gospel proclaimed, how should we then live?  

Well, Jesus himself gives us the starting point down in verses 14-15.  [read text]

“Repent and Believe”, Jesus says.  Okay, great, Kirk.  
What does that look like?  



You've told us the gospel is a proclamation that Jesus Christ is King, 
and you've told us the starting point for living in his Kingdom is to repent 
and believe, 

but how do I communicate that to myself and to others?

Well, let's look at the different types of people you meet.  

Some of the people you know were once church-goers or at least used to have 
some form of walk with the Lord, but have wandered off to pursue what their 
own lusts and hunger.  

Some of the people have been burned by relationships or burned by the the 
church and are brimming with bitterness and anger and pride.  

Some of the people are 2nd generation Christians who have always been good 
moral church-goers, but life has grown stale and colorless and faith seems to be 
losing at least its potency, if not its relevance.  

Some of the people you meet are simply the walking-wounded.  
They are damaged goods, limping along, tired, lonely, guilty.  

They have used every crutch they know of.  
Their faith is spent and their hope is frail. 

Some of the people are simply open and seeking answers.  
They don't really fit well into any of these other categories but they live with 
an awareness that something is not there that should be.  

These seekers can see whatever it is in other people but they can't 
really put their finger on what it is.  

But they'd love it if someone could show them or tell them what it is.         

Now I have been talking about “these people” out there.  
But I have really been talking about is me, is us.  

I have been talking about who we are.  

I am the prodigal who chases after my lusts who when he hears the gospel that 
“Jesus is King” that he trembles in fear.  

But I am also the walking-wounded who hears that Jesus is King and sees strong 
arms that can carry me, 

who sees a Great Physician who can heal me, 
a King who smiles and looks at me and declares to me, 

“By my blood you are forgiven.  

I am the person who has been burned by the church or by my relationships who, 
when he hears “Jesus is King” he feels the strong hands of a carpenter push 
down on his shoulders and hears the words, 

“Son, bend your knees and lay down your pride and anger and bitterness.  
It won't make you strong.  It can only make you brittle.”



I am the second generation Christian who hears that word “gospel” for the 
millionth time, 

but this time, I don't hear “good news” or “forgiveness” or “justified by 
faith alone”.  

What I hear is the ROAR of a Lion and I see a vision of Satan and 
devils cowering and whimpering.  

I am reminded that Christ is good but not safe, 
and I feel the blood move in my veins again.

Lastly, I am the seeker, who can't see what it is that other people have that I 
don't, and I have heard the word “gospel” thrown around a lot.  

And I hear the words “Jesus is King” and I start to understand that this life 
of faith is something that is more caught than taught.  

I see the people of the King and begin to realize that they haven't 
arrived.  

They're just been carried a little further down the road than I have.       

Brothers and sisters, do you see how the declaration that “Jesus is King” really is 
good news?  

Do you see that this  King is the Son of God who took on human flesh, who 
became God in human form... God-incarnate?  

God understood that men and women don't understand words or can't live by 
words, but they do understand people and relationship.  

So God came, 2000 years ago, not in mere words, 
but as the Word made flesh for us.  

God dwelt among us in the person of Jesus Christ in order to repair the 
relationship between God and mankind.   

The gospel of Mark tells us right from the get-go, that Jesus Christ is King, 
but then tells the story of how Jesus came to live and serve and die and be 
raised in power as a person... 

so we could know and see the way back to God 
and the way forward in life.  

The way back to God... repent.  
The way forward in life... believe.  

All of us know where we best fit... whether we are a prodigal or a seeker or 
2nd-generation or the walking-wounded.  

But we also know the people we see every day and where they are and where they 
fit.  

When we hear the good news that “Jesus is King” in whatever stage in life 
we are or in whatever stage they are, 

the Holy Spirit will bring to us the person and the words that will 
minister to us and to them.  



If the gospel is true... if Jesus Christ really is King... 
then anything is possible because nothing is beyond Him.  

If Jesus Christ is King, 
then even prodigals can find forgiveness... 

...a dull faith can find renewed affection and vigor... 

...the seeker can find ultimate truth and satisfaction... 

...the bitter and angry can find release from their prison... 

...the wounded can be made whole.  

Jesus Christ is King, and that is good news.             


