
Just who does He think He is?
text: Mark  2.1-12

Last week, we talked a little about what we will do to be part of the “in” crowd... 
to be part of the inner circle.  

The privilege to be part of the crowd who refers to themselves as “we” and 
in turn refers to others outside their circle as “they” 

is incredibly enticing. 
And so we do things like buy the in-crowd gadgets like iPods and cell phones.  

We do other things like join the in-crowd groups like golf clubs and knitting 
circles.  

We acquire the in-crowd knowledge like reading big dusty books or 
subscribing to the in-crowd magazines and blogs.  

And believe it or not, Jesus does the same thing... only in reverse.  
He doesn't find the in-crowd and seek to infiltrate it.  

Jesus comes as the beating heart and chief pioneer of the most magnificent inner 
circle ever.  

But our Lord doesn't come to Earth and lay out a list of specific list of well-
defined rules to follow in order to be part of his inner circle.  

Christ comes into the world and inaugurates the kingdom of God under His rule 
by offering an invitation.  

He catches folks' attention and then, he begins to flesh out just what this 
kingdom looks like through his preaching and his actions... 

through his words and his deeds.  

And by doing this, he allows his audience the freedom to exclude themselves.  

Jesus doesn't come in and say, 
“All right.  If you want to be in the kingdom you have to do this and this and 
this and not do this or this or this.”  

What he does do is say, 
“This is my agenda and this is what the kingdom under my rule will look 
like.”  

And in our passage this morning, we begin to see that some of his audience 
aren't too keen on letting this new kid on the block steal their power and 
privilege.  
This morning we will see that when Christ comes in to establish his kingdom, 

to some He is like sweet rain on a parched and barren land... 
...and to others... 

he is the signs and sounds of their crumbling idols that have taken lifetimes 
to build.  

We will see that for those who come to Christ by faith...
...there is glad admission to the heaven's inner circle, 

whereas those who cling to their faith in anything else...
...show that they want nothing to do with Christ's inner circle.



Well our passage opens up, obviously enough, where last week's left off... 
...with Jesus being thronged with people... 
...with everyone wanting to catch a glimpse of the great miracle worker...
...with everyone coming to hear the man who preached with authority.  

We get the picture that everyone is packed into this home like a giant can of 
sardines.  

And a group of friends show up, desperate to get their paralyzed friend to 
Jesus because they believe he can make him whole again.  

But they can't even get to the door so they climb up on the flat roof, 
remove a little section, and then lower their friend down near Jesus 
as he is preaching.  

And what happened next must have caused a stir in the crowd.  

Everyone is expecting Jesus to to lay hands on the man, 
make some loud pronouncement, 

to bow and pray over the paralyzed man, 
to do something that would indicate he was addressing this 
man's obvious physical condition.  

But what did Jesus do?  He declared his sins to have been forgiven.

Christ looked for, in this man and in his friends, the same thing for which he 
always looks.  

It wasn't simply determination that Jesus saw.  
It wasn't simply loyalty among friends.  
Christ wasn't even looking for the sick or the weak.  

Christ saw the faith of the man and his friends, and on that basis Jesus says, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”  

It is faith in the Son of Man that sets men and women free from the damnation of 
sin and the sting of death.  

Jesus knew full well that this man's greatest need wasn't to be able to walk or be 
healthy, 

just as much as our greatest need today isn't health or prosperity or 
affluence or educational or political or any other manner of things.  

The greatest need that any man, woman, or child ever has is one 
of forgiveness... ...one of reconciliation with a holy God.  

And the only way that ANYONE can receive forgiveness and reconciliation 
with God, is to come to Jesus by faith.  

And when we have done that, 
when we come to Christ trusting and resting in his promises of forgiveness, 

he declares to us, “Your sins have been forgiven.”  
This is the same language used in 2 Sam 12 when Nathan confronted King David 
about his adultery with Bathsheba and murder of her husband.  

After David confessed his sin, Nathan declares to him, 
“The LORD also has taken away your sin.”  



Brothers and sisters, when Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic and his friends, 
there was no hesitation just like there is no hesitation for us today.  

There is no list of penance.  
There isn't a to-do list to try and bridge the gap between a guilty sinner and 
a holy God.  

There is just the faith of a sinner coming to Christ, 
and then there is the sweet declaration of forgiveness.  

That declaration by Christ that our sins have been forgiven is our admission to 
the only inner circle for which we ever need admission. 

But not all who were in attendance that day were so keen on Jesus' choice of 
words.  
The way Mark sets up this scene with the description of the friends hoisting the 
paralyzed man up on the roof, digging through and lowering him down... 

it's just great. 
The man is obviously paralyzed and everybody there, you can imagine, is just 
waiting to see this great miracle.  

And then Jesus says, “You're sins are forgiven.”
   
Now it's not in the text, but you can almost feel the audience go, 

“Huh?  What did he say?  That doesn't seem to fit.”  
And there are others in the audience who are saying, 

“Did he just say what I think he said?  Just who does he think he is?”

And it is at this point that we see a turning point in the gospel of Mark.  
It is here where we see that there are those who begin to exclude 
themselves from the kingdom of God... 

...and not only that but here is where we begin to see the building 
opposition to Jesus... 
...an opposition that will ultimately lead to his death on the cross.  

But these teachers of the law don't take umbrage with Jesus claims to be able to 
forgive sins because they had bad theology or because they misunderstood what 
Jesus was really saying.  
These religious leaders got their robes all in a twist because they knew what he 
was claiming. 

Even today when we hear people say certain phrases, we know who they are 
claiming to be.  
Here are a few modern examples.  I'll give you a phrase, and y'all tell me who 
would say them.  

● “You have the right to remain silent.” [policeman]
● “By the authority vested in me, I now pronounce you man and wife.” [minister]
● “Your prognosis isn't good.  I'm afraid you only have about 6 months to live.”   [doctor]
● “If I have to tell you one more time to come here, you are getting a spanking!”    

[a mom or dad]
● “Would you like fries with that?” [McDonald's employee]



These teachers of the law knew exactly what Jesus was implying when he 
claimed to forgive sins.  Their theology was spot-on.  

It was the conclusions they came to that were flawed.  
Their logic went something like this: Only God can forgive sins.

Jesus claims to be able to forgive sins.
Therefore, he must be blaspheming.

To show their bad reasoning, here's a non-theological example of the similar 
type of bad reasoning:

Let's say your neighbor believes that all dogs are brown.  Then one day, you 
point out a black lab trotting down the sidewalk and say, “There is a dog 
that isn't brown.”  Your neighbor would then turn to you and say, “No it's 
not.  It's black... and therefore, not a dog”

Do you see?  Jesus came in and started turning the world upside down.  
● He found a people overly relaxed and complacent in their theology and 

worship, and so he taught with authority and drove out the demons.  
● He found unclean people and he touched them.  
● He found people excluded from fellowship and gave them back to the 

community.  

And in our passage today, he found a group of people suspicious of the signs of 
the kingdom, and he used words that some simply would not accept.  

And then notice this, when Jesus does heal the paralytic, 
it's not to prove that he has the power to heal sickness.  

He heals the paralytic, why?  
“that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins ...”  

You can almost sense Jesus staring down these teachers of the law when he says 
this and as he heals the paralytic.  

He appears to be deliberately forcing all those present at this healing to a 
crisis of belief.  

Christ is presented with a situation where he could have simply wowed the 
crowd with another dramatic healing and then gone on with his preaching.  

But Jesus, the wisdom of God in human form, places those present into a 
position where his claims about himself force them to answer the question 

“If this man is who he claims he is, what am I to do?”  

But Jesus has already told us what to do.  He told us to repent and believe. 
Repent of our sins and believe on the gospel of Christ's advancing kingdom. 

This is the dividing line between this inner circle of heaven that Jesus is 
building, 

and those who decide to exclude themselves because they simply can't 
accept his terms of membership.  



But Jesus's words, as we will see more and more, have always divided people. 
He brings people to a crossroad of faith and commitment.  

Some see the kingdom of God displayed before their eyes and they can 
see how thin and paltry and weak and sickly and their own world is 
apart from that vision... 

...the vision of Christ healing and making clean... 

...the vision of the perfect union of justice and mercy found at 
the cross of Calvary.  

But then some see the kingdom of God displayed before their eyes, 
and they look at Christ's agenda for this inner circle, 

and they look at their own agenda, and they think, 
“Just who does he think he is to tell me how to run my life?” 

Brothers and sisters, the gospel proclamation that Jesus is the LORD and that he 
brings with him the kingdom and forgiveness for our sins is the central message 
of this inner circle.  

There is no hazing to go through in order to join the club...  
...no probationary period before full admission... 

...no secret knowledge that can only be whispered in smoke-
filled rooms at midnight.  

But this inner circle is exclusive.  Only a certain kind of person can enter.  
• Only those who see that they are sick and see Jesus as the Great Physician 

can gain entrance.  
• Only those who become aware of their desperate lostness and see Jesus as 

the Great Shepherd and the pioneer of the faith can gain entrance. 
• Only those who see their utter foolishness and see Jesus as the Wisdom of 

God can gain entrance.  
• Only those who recognize that they are a great sinner and that Jesus is a 

great Savior can gain entrance.

Are you there this morning folks?  
Are you a sick, lost, foolish sinner... 

...in need of healing, finding, instructing, and saving?  

I don't like to admit that I am still all those things.  
I have been a Christian for almost 18 years, 

and I don't want to admit that I still have a big hunk of sin in my heart that I 
need Christ to cut out.  

I don't want to admit that, when it comes to making everyday decisions, 
I am a fool who needs the wisdom of Christ to guide me.  

Just who does Christ think he is when he insists that I need him just as much this 
morning as I did when I was a helpless baby in my mama's arms?  

Brothers and sisters are you there this morning?  
If you are, then hear these words of comfort...

 Jesus Christ, the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. 



Look to him, trusting and believing that forgiveness is yours...  
...And when you find Christ granting you wisdom in tough spots, 

...when you find Christ as the Great Shepherd showing you the way back to 
his good and perfect paths, 

...when you find the Great Physician giving you energy and strength one 
day when all you had the day before was pain and fatigue, 

...when you find Christ declaring to you “Child, your sins are forgiven.” 
when all your sin had been piling up in your heart... 

when you find these things happening, 
you can respond like those at the end of our story this morning.  

You will be amazed and you will praise God.       
 


