
The Effects of God's Reign
text:Mark  1.21-45 

 Have you ever been on the outside looking in?
 Have you ever been made to feel like you don't belong or you are unfit for 

being included as a friend?
 Have you ever longed to be a part of the “in” crowd... a part of the inner 

circle?

Think of the things that we do to accomplish these sorts of things.  
We try to acquire certain things to relate to folks.  
○ If everyone else has a cell phone and we don't have a cell phone, we want 

one so we don't feel left out.  
○ If everyone is talking about the presidential debates, but you didn't see it, 

you feel excluded... like maybe you missed something very important that 
you shouldn't have.  

○ If everyone is on Facebook but I am not on Facebook, then I want to open 
up an account just to see what the fuss is about.

We all long to belong.  
And that is because we were made to be in community... 

...made for companionship and fellowship.  

After God made Adam, the first thing he said was that it wasn't good for man to be 
alone.  
God himself exists in a perfect community, the Trinity.  

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit exist as the model and foundation of every 
union and every community.  

There is mutual love and worship offered and received within the 
Triune God.  

But for mankind, sin and Satanic influences have left us in a fractured existence.  
We are often isolated from each other even when we are right next door.  
We long for someone to call and show us they care.  

But our sin and the lies of Satan and his minions keep us estranged ...
...or at least at arm's length from those we call family and friends.  

We try to build false bridges to convince ourselves that we have community and 
fellowship.  

We try to come to church on Sunday in order to feel like we are worshiping 
the God in whom we say we believe.  

But Satan hates true worship.  
And our sin hacks and slices at true community.  

And so we need One to come and drive away Satan and his demons... 
...someone to cast the serpent out of the garden.  

And we need someone to wash away the filth of our sin and make us fit for worship 
and community.  

And so we have Christ.  We have Christ who binds Satan.  
We have Christ to cleanse us and fit us for worship and service. 



When God's reign through Christ enters, 
the stain of sin and the power of Satan are turned back... 

...and God's people are restored to worship and community.  

And Mark's fast-paced story takes us swiftly right into the thick of things.  
Jesus leaves his wilderness battle with Satan, proclaims the arrival of God's 
kingdom, calls a few disciples, and then jumps right into a 
demonic encounter...  in a synagogue, no less.  

But now, the disciples aren't the only ones to notice Jesus.  People notice right 
away that there is something different about this fella from Nazareth.  

He preaches with authority and doesn't constantly quote other authorities 
like a good presbyterian and reformed preacher should.  

And this authoritative preaching, this preaching with power, unsettles the demon 
that had found a comfortable home in this synagogue.  

Think about it.  A demon in a place of worship!  

Actually, the most appropriate translation in verse 23 is not “evil” spirit but 
“unclean” spirit.  

This entire house of worship had become unclean, 
had become an unfit place to offer praise and thanksgiving.  

The teachers of the law, who had the responsibility of leading the people in 
worship and teaching the people God's word had drifted so far  or gotten so 
complacent, that a demonic presence was able to take part in the synagogue 
worship.  

But when the kingdom of God, full of truth and light, draws near, the kingdom of 
darkness must diminish.  

And so when Jesus Christ came into the world we see his first task is 
defeating Satan in the wilderness... 

...and then he immediately sets about driving out the demons and the 
unclean spirits that are still left lurking about.  

His authoritative word unsettles, uproots, and drives 
away the Enemy and his forces of darkness.  

Brothers and sisters, Jesus may have broken the back of the Enemy... he may have 
turned the tide of darkness backward... but there are still folks that live in our 
community who are under the sway of Satan and his minions.  

Do you pray for their release?  
Do you pray for the spiritual oppression to be lifted?  

I am sure there are a good many churches in our area which are similar to this 
synagogue in Capernaum.  People have become complacent.  

They find their comfort in their comfortable church with its comforting 
messages.  
They maintain their personal independence and their mostly superficial 
relationships with the other folks in the pews.  



They gather around a preacher who tells them plenty of things that they already 
agree with.  

The sermons and Bible studies really sock it to all the unclean sinners out there 
but don't unsettle the unclean sinners sitting right there.  

And so the demonic presence finds a place to set up shop.  He finds a home with 
walls built out of self-righteousness and pride and selfishness and secret sin.  

Do you pray for these people to be free of this demonic oppression?  
Do you pray for the forces of darkness to be rolled back all across our 
community, whether the people ever come to our church or not?  

Brothers and sisters this is holy war of the first magnitude.  
Prayer is the shock-and-awe of the church.  

We pray for the authoritative presence of Christ to come in to people's lives.  
We pray for the Christ to clean house and drive out the Enemy just as he did when 
he walked the Earth 2000 years ago.  

Ultimately, what Christ does when he lifts the spiritual darkness is to make us 
clean for the purpose of worship.  Christ takes an unclean man with unclean lips 
and he cleanses him and restores him to true worship.  

But without Christ, no matter how hard we try, 
no matter how hard we scrub, 

no matter how many books we read, 
without Christ making us clean, 

we are no more fit for worship than someone who is demon-possessed.

But notice that this passage doesn't give us a simple “the Devil made me do it” 
approach to life.  

 We see Simon's mother-in-law suffering from sickness.  
 After healing her, the community then brought “all the sick” and Jesus 

“healed many who had various diseases”.  
 And our passage closes with the cleansing of a leper.  

Not only would sickness and the uncleanness of the leper make people unfit for 
worship, but it would also make them outcasts.  

These conditions made them outsiders within the community.

To be an outsider... anyone know what that is like? ...how damaging it can be?  
But not only an outsider, but an outsider either within the community ...

or just at arm's length from the community! 
Think about anytime you've been made to feel like an outsider from within a 
group.  

Any middle school or high school student who have been the butt of a public 
joke... 
...anyone who has been new to a workplace where everyone else knew one 
another... 
...anyone who has tripped and fallen in public...  

anyone who personally knows what any of these situations feels like, 



knows what it means to feel like a leper... to feel like someone who is isolated on a 
sick bed.  

But then Jesus enters the scene.  And he makes lepers clean.  And he heals the sick 
and diseased.  
He cleans and makes well, not for the purpose of getting applause, 

not to draw attention, not in hopes of improving his standings in the 
poles, but to restore people to worship and to restore people to community.  

Because without worship of the living God and without fellowship with 
God's people,  we are not whole.  

But Jesus came so that the whole person might be saved.  

We see Peter's mother-in-law lying sick in a bed, 
but Jesus sees a woman whose sickness keeps her from fellowship, 

a sickness that keeps her from serving others, 
a sickness that hampers the sweetness of hospitality.  

We see a leper who's suffering and an alien from his own people.  
But Jesus sees a man whose disease makes the man feel diminished, like less 
of a man.  
Jesus sees a man whose disease kept him from the warmth of the touch of 
another and the blessings of laughter and communion with others.  

So whether Jesus is casting out demons, whether he is healing a woman who is laid 
out with sickness, whether he is cleansing the disease from a leper, 

Jesus Christ is making people whole.  

This is the primary reason why Jesus doesn't allow the unclean spirit to speak.  
This is why Jesus doesn't want the leper to tell anyone about who cleansed 
him.  

Christ didn't want for people to know him and see him  as mainly a miracle worker. 
He wasn't simply trying to WOW the crowd.  

Jesus didn't want the kingdom of God and his preaching ministry to 
simply be some side show.  

Jesus, as the Word of God made flesh, brings both words of life and deeds of 
healing.  

In Jesus, the kingdom of God has arrived and ignores neither the body or the 
spirit.  
In the kingdom of God, we have a king.  And this king, Jesus Christ, 

has come and is concerned and able to make us whole.  

So brothers and sisters, as you survey your lives and the people's lives you touch 
each week, where do they need to see the effects of the presence of God's kingdom? 

 Where do you see lepers, people who feel like outcasts, who need to feel the 
comfort of fellowship and sweetness of you hospitality?  

 Where do you see those who are sick who need to Jesus to restore them to a 
sense of wholeness in their life?  

 Where do you see evidence of demonic oppression in our community?  



Now ask yourselves, 
“Where have I applied prayer to the lepers I know who have been excluded 
from their community?”  
“Who are those whose sickness and sin have them incapacitated, and have I 
prayed for the the healing hands of Christ the Great Physician to be laid on 
them?”  
“Have I laid siege to the demonic strongholds next door through my 
prayers?”  
“Do I put prayer at the center of all my efforts like Christ did in verse 35?”

Brothers and sisters, we might not personally have the healing hands of Christ.  
We may not be a great miracle worker or king of a great kingdom.  

But we know the King of Kings, 
and we know the greatest miracle worker of all.  

And if we desire to see the effects of the kingdom, 
the effects of God's reign in Danville, VA, 

then we will place prayer at the center as Jesus placed prayer in the center of his 
works of glory and mercy.  

So when we pray for God's reign to enter into our lives and enter into the life of our 
community, 

then we will begin to see the stain of sin and the power of Satan be turned 
back.  

And we will see God's people restored to earnest worship 
and authentic community. 

      


