
HAGGAI 1.1-15
(My translation)
1) In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the 
month, it came to pass that the word of Yahweh came to the hand of Haggai the 
prophet to Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah and to Joshua, son of 
Jehozadak the High Preist: 
2) "Thus says Yahweh of hosts: 

These people say the time has not come to build the house of Yahweh."  
3) Then the word of Yahweh came to the hand of Haggai the prophet saying: 
4) Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses and this house 
is desolate?
5) Now thus says Yahweh of hosts, 

"Direct your hearts to your way.
6) You have sown much, but harvested little

You eat and there is no satisfaction
You drink and there is no drunkenness
You clothe and there is no one who is warm
And he who earns wages earns wages for a pierced pouch.

7) Thus says Yahweh of hosts, 
"Direct your hearts to your way.

8) "Go up the mountain and bring in wood and build the house so I may 
take pleasure in it and be glorified," says Yahweh.
9) "You looked for many things, 

but behold, [there was] little.  
You brought [it] to the house 

and I blew it away.  
Why Is this?" declares Yahweh of hosts.  

Because of my house which is desolate and you are each pleased with 
his [own] house.
10) Therefore, the heavens have withheld dew from you

And the earth withheld its produce.
11) And I have called a drought on the land, and on the mountains and on the 
grain and on the new wine and on the fresh oil and on that which comes forth 



from the land and on the men and on the cattle and on the product of the hands
12)Then Zerubbabel son of  Shealtiel and Joshua son of Jehozadak the high 
priest and all the remnant of the people obeyed the voice of Yahweh their God 
and the words of Haggai the prophet as Yahweh their God sent him.  And the 
people feared before Yahweh.
13)So Haggai, Yahweh's messenger spoke the messages of Yahweh to the people 
saying,

"I [am] with you," declares Yahweh.  
14)Then Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel governor of 
Judah and the spirit of Joshua son Jehozadak the high priest and the spirit of all 
the remnant of the people went in and did work in the house of Yahweh of hosts, 
their God.

SERMON TEXT: 
When approaching the scriptures we often want to find out about the "way back then". 
We want to learn about their world so we can see what the text meant back then.  

But if you will bear with me, I'd like to turn that upside down.  I'm going to describe a 
portion of our lives and then try to see if there are any connections between our world 
and the ancient world that gave birth to the prophecy of Haggai.

More Safety features… but less secure
Rising incomes… but less in the bank
More medicines available… but less healthy 
Better watches… but less time
More food… but never full
Better paying jobs… but less job security 
Cell phones to keep in contact… but more alienation
Faster transportation…but we're always running behind
More frequent sex… but less intimacy
More forms of entertainment… but more boredom
More precision in the sciences… but less confidence in their 
conclusions
More versions of the Bible… but lower scriptural literacy



Bigger houses… but fewer homes
More prayer requests…but less praying
Fewer children… but more disengaged parents

The more we grasp at life, the more it seems to escape us.  Like a fistful of sand, 
the tighter we squeeze, 

the more it slips through our fingers.  

Why do we think that this is often the case? 
Why are our efforts and activities met with vanity and frustration?  

Before we attempt to answer these questions and others that might be swirling around 
in our heads, I hope that it is readily apparent that our world of technological advances 
and instantaneous communication has much in parallel with the group of Jews who 
returned from exile that Haggai is addressing.  

Haggai says that they planted much but harvested little…
ate but weren't satisfied…
drank but were still thirsty.  

They looked for many things but found 
very little.  

Ancient Israel was experiencing the same type of frustration that we do today, even 
though they were dwelling in their promised land.  They had returned from exile only 
to find that things weren't so promising in the promised land. 

Isn't that also our experience?  

As Christians we have all returned from exile… 
been redeemed from captivity to sin and death.  

But now we have been placed in our own promised land, which is the whole earth, 
right??  

Remember when the resurrected Christ told his disciples all authority in 
heaven and earth has been given to me…  



Not partial authority…
not just power to control this little stretch real estate at the 

eastern end of the Mediteranean Sea.  
Christ the King said he had ALL authority 

and ALL power in heaven and earth, which makes his 
Kingdom stretch from my house to your house, 

from Danville to Greensboro, 
from New York to LA, 
from Canada to China and all 

points in between.  
This earth is our promised land, and just like ancient Israel, things don't seem so 
promising.  

So what is our problem?  
Why does the sand keep slipping through our fingers?  

Well let's turn back to our text and find out.        

To give a little more backdrop for our text, we learn from Ezra chapters 2 and 3 that 
they had laid the foundations for the temple and set up the bronze altar to begin 
sacrifices…

but then they stopped.  

They met opposition.  
Things got tough. 

-There was poverty due to crop failure.   
-The locals did not like the idea that the Jews 

were rebuilding their temple and culture.  
-They had grown used to worshiping without 

a temple when they were in exile, so what's the 
big deal right?  

We'll just go with the status quo until we begin to see the 
"promise" part of the Promised Land.  

So they stopped …



and neglected building the temple and foundations 
of the temple lay bare for 18 years.  

And this, 
the LORD said, 

was their problem.  

The LORD had commanded them, through the decree of Cyrus, to leave their exile in 
Babylon, return to Jerusalem, and build a house for the LORD.  Ezra 1.2-3 says, "Thus 
says Cyrus king of Persia: Yahweh, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah.  Whoever is among you of all His people, may his God be with him, and let him 
go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and let him rebuild the house of Yahweh, the 
God of Israel -- he is the God who is in Jerusalem."

The returned exiles had a problem with disobedience.  
They weren't disobeying God because they were building houses.  
They weren't disobeying God because they were planting crops.  
They weren't disobeying God because they were eating and drinking.  

They were disobeying God because they put these things before the worship of God…
before the temple of God.  

They had a priority problem and their problem with priorities led to a life of 
frustration.  

Their disobedience led to their difficulties.  

But we aren't called to build a temple, right?  The temple was destroyed in 70 AD and 
the only ones who want to rebuild it are orthodox Jews and all those who bought in to 
the Left Behind series.  So am I saying we are to build the temple of God today? 
Well…yes and no.  We are not supposed to build the temple if you think I mean a 
physical structure to be erected in modern day Jerusalem that is to be modeled after 
OT specifications.  That is what I am not saying.

But in order for us to understand what I mean by building the temple today we must 



ask the question 
"what the temple was for in the Old Testament?"  
Why was it so important for the Israelites to rebuild the temple?

  
Other than the fact that God had commanded them to build it, 

the temple was where God dwelled.  

Remember Cyrus' decree that I quoted from Ezra that the Jews were to build the house 
of the LORD?  

Well, that is exactly what the temple was supposed to be, a place to meet 
God, a place for Him to "live".  

We see a picture of this when Solomon completed the temple and brought the ark of 
the covenant into the temple we read the following from 1 Kings 8.10-11...

Now this doesn't mean that all of God was locally present in this cloud.  This glory 
cloud was just a manifestation of God's real presence or if you want the technical 
term…a theophany.  

But even Solomon knew this manifestation of God in the temple of God was not 
exhaustive of who God is, for we read later in the same chapter a part of Solomon's 
prayer in 8.27-30...

So if the temple was the place where God dwelled in the Old Testament for the Old 
Covenant people, where does God now dwell for His people in the era of the New 
Covenant?  
John 1.14 tells us that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

In other words, Jesus Christ, 
who is the Word of God, 

is the embodiment of our new temple.  
Christ is where God dwells and where God is present with His people.  

Now you are probably wondering, "So if Jesus Christ is our new temple, 
and you say that we are supposed to build the temple of God today, are you 



saying that we are supposed to build up Christ?"  

The answer is an emphatic "yes".  
For all those who are a part of Christ's Church are a part of his body.  We are a 

people who are united to Christ through the faith that was once for all delivered to 
the saints.  

But let's not take my word for it.  Let me read a few scriptures from the New Testament 
so that we might see more fully that the people of God in Christ are the temple of God.

Eph 2.19-22; 
1 Cor 3.16-17; 
2 Cor 6.16; 
1 Peter 2.4-5

We are the temple of God.  
Christ's church, the body of which Christ is the head is where the Spirit of God 

dwells.  And this is the task that we are to be about today.  

We have returned from exile and our King, who wields all authority in heaven and on 
earth, has commanded us to build the temple.  

Each of us, as 1 Peter 2.5 says is a living stone.  
So what is that supposed to look like?  How do we go about 

building a temple?  How are we to be a living stone?  

Well if you look at Haggai chapter 1, verses 5 and 7, you'll notice that the LORD calls 
us to "consider your ways".  Or if translated more literally, "direct your hearts to your 
ways".  

The NIV captures the idea well when it says "give careful attention to your 
ways".  

In other words, God is not treating the nation of Israel as if they are some faceless mob, 
but rather He gives each one of us an opportunity to search our own motives, 

our own passions, 
our own thoughts, 



our own priorities.  

Although we might be reaping the consequences of a corporate disobedience or the 
benefits of corporate obedience, God knows that we are not cookie-cutter people and 
He always addresses us in the most appropriate way.  God speaks to us as individual 
people who make up a corporate person, the Church.  

Now because we are all individuals, we each contribute to the up-building of the 
Church…

 individually.  
This gives us all an opportunity to do a little priority check, a little self-examination.  

Mothers, you have the opportunity to build the temple through spanking little 
bottoms, 

applying your mind and heart to the education and discipling of your children. 
You have the great responsibility of modeling in your 

speech and temperament to young ladies and younger women 
how a godly woman is to act and compose herself.  

This might mean, if you have a lot of responsibilities in the home and with 
children, that you not have four or five activities and obligations a week in addition 
to weekly worship on the Lord's day.  

By putting your priorities in line with how the Bible defines a woman's 
priorities, you will contribute mightily to the up- building of the body of Christ. 
You will be a beautiful, living stone in the New covenant temple of God.

Children, do you sometimes think you are always last… 
that what you do won't or even can't make a difference in the church?  
These sermons are hard to understand and its hard to pay attention.  
Maybe you don't like getting dressed up and having to sit still for so long, 

especially when there is no air conditioning.  
But did you know that you have a really big influence on the church, whether you can 
pay attention to the sermons or not or whether you know the words to the songs we 
sing?  

Pretend with me for just a minute.  



You are at home and everyone is getting ready for church and you start being mean to 
your brother or sister and then you started fighting and your parents had to break it 
up.  Well that has an effect on your whole family.  When your mom and dad bring you 
all to church, they are frustrated because you were fighting and so maybe they aren't as 
nice to each other as they should be.  And so your whole family sits down before the 
worship service starts and your upset because you had a fight with your brother and 
mom and dad are upset because they snapped at each other on the way to church.  

But what would it look like if you followed what Eph 6.1 tells you to do: "Obey 
your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor you father and mother (this is the 
first commandment with a promise)"?  

I know it can be hard to resist aggravating your brother or sister, or to sit 
still and not talk during the worship service.  

But try to remember that even though you are small you can influence a lot 
about your family and the church.  You also are living stones in the New covenant 
temple of God.

Finally, fathers, as the spiritual head of your households, you probably have the largest 
mantle of responsibility in so far as the up-building of Christ's spiritual temple is 
concerned.  

We should be the most keenly aware of our desperate need for Christ and 
His Spirit.  

-We are temple-builders when we see to it that our children are obedient to 
their mother when we are not there.  

-we are temple-builders when we agree to cook dinner and care for the kids 
so our wives can have a girls' night out… 

a much needed respite from the everyday grind of 
homemaking and child-rearing.  
-we are temple-builders as we disciple our sons…
 and shower affection on our daughters.  

As we do these things and many like them, we will be stout, living stones in the New 
covenant temple of God.  



But we all are united as temple-builders in a special sense, when we attend to the 
ordinary means of grace -- 

the reading and preaching of the scriptures, 
administration and reception of the sacraments, 

and fervent, frequent prayer.  
Attending the regular worship of the triune God is the singular and unique place 
where all God's people gather and are united in purpose and Spirit.  These are how 
God in a special way fashions us all into his dwelling place.  

When we leave these foundations bare, 
when we neglect the regular worship of God, 

when we neglect frequent fellowship with God's people, 
when we fail to foster the love of Christ in our 

households, 
we are disobeying God's command to build His house and God will withhold His 
blessings from us.

So as we look at our roles as mothers, fathers, children, and church members and 
examine our priorities -- where they are now and where God calls us to have them -- 

what ought to be our reaction?  
When our lives appear to be out of step with who God has called us to be, 

when we have returned from exile and find that the 
promised land is not as promising as we expected, 

what should we do?  

Let's hear how the Jewish people responded to the words of Haggai and the rebuke of 
the LORD starting in v.12.

It says they feared the LORD.  

This is not the kind of fear that stirs up terror and fright in our souls, not the dread 
fear of God's retribution.  

But this fear of the LORD stimulates us to reverence and awe.  
It sparks an inward confidence and love.  



It has been said that the fear of the LORD and the love of the LORD are but different 
aspects of our response to Him as our Creator and Redeemer.  

We fear him, not just because of what He has done 
but for who He is.  

John Murray, a Presbyterian scholar from the last century wrote that the fear of the 
LORD is the soul of godliness.  
The fear of the LORD is the fuel and inspiration out of which all of our obedience 
flows, regardless of whether our task is mundane or extraordinary.  

And this was the response of the remnant who heard these words of Haggai, the 
prophet of the living God.  

This redeemed people once their disobedience was exposed they responded 
with humility and repentance and they feared the LORD.  
And how did the LORD respond in vs.13 when His people humbled themselves?  

The people hadn't built the temple yet.  
The foundations were still bare.  

The Jews don't start construction until vs.14.  

So how did the LORD respond?  Like the loving Father that He is, the LORD said, 
"I am with you."  

In the midst of their situation, 
before the LORD saw any work on the temple, 

before their was any significant change in the status quo other 
than that the Jews "feared the LORD", God delivered the promise 
of His presence.  
He essentially said, "I know you screwed up.  

I know things are still a mess.  
I know that you still have a lot of work to do.  

But listen to me and know that I will be with you through all your trials."
Isn't that how God treats us today?  
He has brought us out of exile and placed us in the Promised Land.  



When He sees that we have not been faithful in building the temple, he wakes us up 
with his word when we read it and when we hear it.  And when we cry out, "LORD 
forgive me," we hear his strong voice say to us, 

"I am with you."  

How have you neglected your duties to build the spiritual temple of God?  How have 
you built your own house when the LORD's house lies in ruins?  Do you find that you 
have been planting much, but harvesting very little?  Do you feel like you earn your 
wages only to put them in a pouch with holes in it?  Then humble yourselves and fear 
the LORD and know that He will be with you.

Let us pray (from Calvin's commentary on Haggai):

Grant, Almighty God, that as we must carry a warfare in this world and 
as it is thy will to try us with many contests, -- O grant, that we never 
faint,  however  extreme  may  be  the  trials  which  we  shall  have  to 
endure: and as thou hast favored us with so great an honour as to make 
us framers and builders of thy spiritual temple, may everyone of us 
present and consecrate himself wholly to thee: and, inasmuch as each 
of  us  has  received  some  peculiar  gift,  may  strive  to  employ  it  in 
building  this  temple,  so  that  thou  mayest  be  worshiped  among  us 
perpetually; and especially, may each of us offer himself wholly as a 
spiritual sacrifice to thee, until we shall at length be renewed in thine 
image, and be received into a full participation of that glory, which has 
been attained for us by the blood  of thy only-begotten Son.  Amen.


