
A Brief Defense of Celebrating Christmas:

Some brief info on advent:
“The focus of Advent is upon the centuries of waiting and preparation by God's chosen people which 
preceded the coming of the Messiah. As such, it is a time marked by expectation, hope, preparedness 
and penance. The later being mindful of John the Baptist's cry to prepare for the coming of the Lord 
with repentance. ( Matt. 3:3, 11:10; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 1:17, 1:76, 3:4).”

“...it should be mentioned that tradition holds that there are four comings of Christ. His first coming 
was when He came to us in the flesh. His Second Coming is when He will come at the end of world 
to judge the living and the dead. However, between these two are two more; Christ's coming into our 
hearts, and Christ's coming to us at our death. The Advent Liturgy notes all four. The whole purpose 
of Advent is one of preparedness for this fourfold coming.”

“The earliest documentation we have on the season comes to us from the fourth century and the 
earliest Advent hymns we have come from roughly that period as well (Prudentius). It is thus clear 
that at least the roots of the Advent season go back to sometime around the later part of the fourth 
century. By the late sixth century the season is well established at least in the Latin West. St. 
Caesarius, Bishop of Arles (502-542) mentions a time of preparation before the celebration of Christ's 
birth in his homilies.” 

quotes taken from http://www.preces-latinae.org/thesaurus/InTemporibus/Adventus.html on 
12-01-07

Are we ever directly commanded in the Bible to celebrate Christmas?
no

Are we ever prohibited in the Bible from celebrating Christmas?
In short... no.  Some say “yes”, and for a good rebuttal of the anti-Christmas stance read the 
two essays which are referenced at the bottom of this lesson.  

Are we justified in celebrating Christmas, in setting aside special seasons to celebrate the 
Incarnation?

Yes.  Scripture gives the following examples and principles of celebrating feasts and observing 
special days with a clear conscience.  

 Esther - feast of Purim – was codified according to the scribe, Mordecai, for the purpose of 
feasting and giving gifts to one another (never sanctioned by prophetic word or oracle)

 Jesus celebrated Feast of Dedication (Hannukah) in John 10.22 which was a holiday never 
addressed or sanctioned in the Hebrew scriptures. 

  Deuteron  omy 14:22-27  
You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the 
Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the 
tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that 
you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that 
you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is 
too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn 
it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God 
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chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, 
whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, 
you and your household.

How has the church's celebration of God coming in the flesh, the birth of Jesus Christ, affected 
history and the world?

 “Early in the third century, Christians in Egypt began observing January 6 as the "Feast of the 
Manifestation" (Epiphany). They chose this date deliberately in hopes of supplanting the 
birthday festival of the Egyptian god Osiris.”

http://www.reformedworship.org/magazine/article.cfm?article_id=2

 “the facts suggest it was the pagan Roman emperor Aurelian in A.D. 274 who introduced the 
pagan feast of the "invincible Sun" (sol invictus) in order to counteract the influence of the 
growing Christian population and their celebration of the birth of Jesus during this time of the 
year.”  

http://www.prpc-stl.org/auto_images/1071243331Defense_of_Xmas.htm
 St. Boniface, Catholic evangelist to the Teutonic tribes of northern Germany, used the timing of 

the seasons to desecrate a sacred grove of trees where human sacrifices were commonly held. 
Legend has him snatching the sacrificial dagger out of the Druid's hands and hacking branches 
off a fir tree (garland) nearby to give the local townspeople a memorial of the power of Christ 
over the pagan gods of the oak trees.

 Do you know anybody still celebrating the birth of any pagan sun gods which were common 
around the end of December? 

What are some of the dangers (and its various faces) with which the church must contend as we try 
to celebrate the coming of Christ in our culture?  

The three main dangers are: (1) materialism; (2) being too consumed with buying and getting a 
lot of stuff (aka. materialism); and (3) Christ being diminished because of the hustle and bustle of 
purchasing, wrapping, and exchanging gifts (aka. materialism)  

What should be our goal in relation to the dangers yet in light of our freedoms?
 Be careful to center our celebrations and gift-giving around the blessings of Christ's coming 

into the world
 Show the pagan and unbelieving world how to party!  

"A vision of the good has far greater power to move men and women to do the right thing than all the  
horrible images we may conjure up to terrify them into doing it"  (Vigen Guroian, Rallying the Really  
Human Things, p. 10)

Some good on-line articles defending against anti-Christmas rhetoric:

http://www.prpc-stl.org/auto_images/1071243331Defense_of_Xmas.htm
http://www.hornes.org/theologia/mark-horne/celebrating-a-calvinist-christmas-with-a-clear-
conscience
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